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NEWS DIGEST – THE EDITION IN 5 MINUTES, ALL YOU NEED TO KNOW – P2
E-mail sent to students with link to Sunday 
World article on convicted rapist Paul Moore
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DIT has warned students who attend 
Mountyjoy Square of a serial sex of-
fender, Paul Moore, who has an ad-
dress in the vicinity of the campus.
In an e-mail sent to these stu-
dents on Monday morning, 
the college said:
“We have been informed 
by local Gardaí in the 
Mountjoy Square area that 
a convicted sex offender, 
Paul Moore, is resident in 
the area having been released 
from prison. The Gardaí are 
monitoring activity and we will con-
tinue to liaise with them.”
The email also contained a link to a 
DIT  warns  
students  
of  local  
Mountjoy  
sex  offender
U-Who?
'What he has done is 
anti-democratic'
'Fianna Fáil hacks'
The SU president who 
refused U2 a gig in DIT
Fitzpatrick on UCD student 
Samuel O'Connor's actions
And other bizarre stories 
from Michael Nugent
Sunday World article, headlined ‘Sicko 
back for Moore’.
The World described Moore as a “se-
rial rapist” and reported he had been 
drinking throughout a morning last June, 
in violation of his release conditions.
Moore, 46, is also described as one of 
Ireland’s most infamous rapists, and has 
three separate convictions for sex at-
tacks, says the World. 
DIT's e-mail went on to 
advise all students and 
staff to be vigilant in terms 
of their personal safety in 
the city at all times, and to 
be aware of this individual 
in particular.
Anything suspicious should be 
reported to porters or the Gardaí im-
mediately. Further information can be 
sought from Campus Life or DITSU.
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DITSU president Fitzpatrick as 
criticised a UCD student's exit of 
the SU, over its abortion stance, as 
"anti-democratic", but O'Connor 
has hit back against it.
Present and past DITSU presidents 
agree a change is needed in female 
representation within the union. It 
is hoped this year's role model will 
prove a crucial step.
Lecturer Harry Browne tells 
?????????????????????????????
that journalists have a respon-
sibility to protect, and defend, 
Chelsea Manning
Letters were mistakenly sent to 
TCD and UCC students warning 
their grant may be withdrawn, an 
error DITSU see as showing policy 
weaknesses.
Tá feachtas ar bun ag Conradh 
na Gaeilge chun cearta 
teangacha a fháil do phobal na 
Gaeilge. 
Laura Harmon of the USI lays 
out the number of issues the 
Government must put right for 
young people, who continue to be 
hit hard on many fronts.
"What are you on about, 
languages?"... Grand, I'll put 
you in Spanish... A night of 
conversation (with a hint of 
speed-dating) at Language 
Exchange Ireland
Ciarán Hyland is shocked to 
discover his friend is off the beer 
for a month. A valiant effort, but 
is it all in vain considering he'll be 
back to the student life 
from now on?
Best leave it to the GP. Studies 
have revealed the unreliable nature 
of home tests, which can give 
false-positives and false-negatives. 
“God no – not at all we're all still doing day jobs 
to pay the rent. I don't think we'll be giving up 
the day jobs any time soon,” Paula Cullen told 
Joseph Conroy, when he asked if they planned to 
go full-time.
Cullen and the rest of September Girls have 
been getting rave reviews for their debut album 
Cursing the Sea, and will be playing SXSW this 
month after attracting international attention, but 
it's a tough time in the music industry.
Eoghan McNeill puts forward a 
case for Matthew McConaughey 
being one of the most under-
appreciated actors in Hollywood. 
This is no 'McConaisance', he 
argues – that Texan 'divil with the 
women' has always been a great.
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A beleaguered league
After a season plagued by injury, 
Dublin star Brogan is back in 
training and looking forward to the 
new season
DIT's League of Ireland soccer 
players have criticised the removal 
of the under-21 league
???????????????????????????????????????????
together past presidents and sabbatical 
??????????????????????????????????????????
(DIT Bolton Street SU president 1978-79, 
pictured left middle) told the crowd:  
“The difference between what students 
marched on three years ago, at Merrion 
Street, and what we marched on in the 
‘70s, was that the most common poster 
three years ago was ‘Down with that sort 
of thing’ – I’m not sure they were taking 
their role very seriously.”
Professor Ellen Hazelkorn, director of Research and Enterprise, 
has called for a close study of the gender balance across third-
level institutions, and DIT's place on the spectrum.
Hazelkorn is soon to be seconded to the HEA, meaning DIT's 
nine full-time directors, plus the president, will have no female 
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DIT's General Student Assistance Fund, which expired 
unexpectedly in mid-November, could receive a much-needed 
cash injection in the coming days and weeks.
A rebate from the HEA is widely expected to be directed, in part, 
to the fund, as well as a pledge from the college to donate 
€100 for every 100 Irish Student Surveys completed.
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It's reached a very 
pivotal stage... the next 
six months could make 
of break a lot of things 
for the USI
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Barry Lennon
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DIT's General Student Assistance Fund expired in November, much earlier than expected
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HAVEYOURSAY Rachael  O'Brien  ?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? ??????????????????????????????????? ????????????????????????“
“If more women sign up 
to be elected then there 
would be more women 
SU presidents. It’s up to 
them to sign up; if more 
women were interested 
they would surely sign 
up for the position."
Aaron Doyle
(2nd Year Journalism)
"There is no reason why 
women shouldn't be in 
student politics. I mean, 
if you look at politics 
in general, it looks like 
Hillary Clinton could be 
the next president in the 
states. And sure  soon 
??????????????????????
female Taoiseach"
Colin Farrell
(1st Year Logistics 
and Supply Chain 
Management)
“I think more women 
should run for President 
of the college as it 
would help them for the 
future. Look at Angela 
Merkel – she is woman 
power. This is the new 
generation and more 
women should stand up 
and be heard.”
Dupe Hassan
(MA Strategic 
Marketing)
"I think there should be 
more in the SU higher 
roles. It would give 
a better outlook for 
everyone if there was."
Aoife Birmingham
(2nd Year Film & 
Broadcasting)
?????????????????????????
should be more women 
in the SU here, as it 
would provide a gender 
balance, something that 
is needed everywhere."
William O'Toole
(2nd Year Journalism)
RAG and SHAG weeks, previously 
held consecutively over two weeks, 
have been combined this year into 
???? ???????????? ?????????? ??????????
????????????????????????
Two major events, the Barretstown 
Valentine’s Ball and Mystery Ware-
house Rave, each €15 entry, will be 
???? ???????????????????????????????
????? ??????? ?????? ??? ???? ??????
????? ???? ???????? ????? ?????????? ????
events out over two weeks should 
help students save money, with paid 
??????? ??????? ?????? ??? ?????????????
and Thursdays, rather than one week 
???????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????-
?????? ????? ?????????? ????? ????? ???????
??????? ????? ????? ?? ???? ?????? ??? ??-
???????????? ????????? ??? ?????? ??? ????
???? ???????????? ???????????????
??????????????????????????????????????-
??????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????
include a ‘condom demonstrator’ and 
????????????????????????????????????
will be used to simulate the realistic 
???????????
?????????????????????????????????-
???????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????????
?????? ??? ??? ??? ???? ????? ?????? ??????
?????????????????
?????? ???? ????? ??????? ????? ???????
a new condom demonstrator, with an 
???????????? ????????? ???? ??????? ????
?????????????????????????????????????-
???????? ?????? ????????? ????????????
????????????
“We need to make sure there’s 
?????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????
Events
???????????????????????????????
????? ??? ??????????????????????? ????
??????????????????????????????????????
????? ??????? ????????????? ?? ?????? ???
????????? ????????? ????? ?? ???? ??? ??????
????? ?????
???? ?????????? ????? ???????? ?? ??????
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on Harcourt St, which will boast its 
??????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????
??????
“You would think it’s completely 
???????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????
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this year, will take place on Thursday 
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Mystery Warehouse Rave with Low 
??????? ??? ???? ????? ??? ?????????? ????
??????? ??? ???? ???? ???????? ???? ????
includes a return bus to an unknown 
?????????
?????? ??????? ????? ????????? ??? ?????????
????????????????????????????????????
??????? ?????? ?????????? ???? ????????
????????????????????????? ?????
Al McConnell
EDITOR
DITSU announces a fortnight of combined events for RAG and SHAG, 
with two main nights and a host of sexual health promotions
Fake  penises  and  petting  zoos:  it's  RAG  and  SHAG
?????? ????????????
????????? ?????????? ??? ?? ?????? ?????
??????? ????? ??????? ???????????? ??-
???????? ?? ??????? ????????? ??????? ????
?????????????????????????????????????-
????????????????????
???? ?????? ??????? ????? ?????? ??????
????? ??? ????? ?????????? ???? ????? ???
???????????????????????????????????-
???????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????????
????? ?????
Mr and Mrs DIT, which will be 
"We have 
to make 
sure there's 
enough fake 
semen for 
DIT students 
to ejaculate 
for a solid 
eight days"
???????????????
"Again, it 
gets a bit 
????????????
that"
– Will Meara
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U-­who?
UCDSU  exit  
was  'anti-­
democratic'
Bolton Street's SU president Paul Farrell 
turned down U2 for a gig in 1979
When Adam Clayton calls to ask if 
U2 can play a gig at your venue, you 
agree on the spot (or at least most 
people would).
But in 1979, when just that hap-
pened, Bolton Street SU president 
Paul Farrell wasn’t convinced. U2 
had recently formed, and were play-
ing a residency at Trinity’s Buttery. 
They wanted a gig at Bolton Street’s 
‘Kinema’, a makeshift venue in a 
200-seater lecture theatre, which 
hosted local bands on Wednesday and 
Friday lunchtimes and evenings.
The Boomtown Rats (who also 
????????????????????????????????????????
in a DIT venue), The Vipers, and The 
Radiators from Space all played the 
‘Kinema’, and it was regularly men-
tioned in the press; it was the place 
to be.
It meant that the Kinema was heav-
ily booked that year, however, so 
when Clayton asked for a gig, Farrell 
wasn’t sure.
“Well, I’ve never heard of you,” he 
said, but Clayton was persistent.
“No, we’re good, we’re good. Come 
along and see us at Trinity, we’ll put 
your name on the door.”
Dear Bono,
I am writing as Editor of The Edition, the newspaper of the Dublin Institute of Technology.
In 1979, Adam Clayton contacted the Student Union of DIT’s Bolton Street campus, to request a gig in the college’s ‘Kinema’ venue. 
In a regrettable move, the then-‐president of the union did not offer the band a slot to play. After seeing U2 at Trinity’s Buttery venue, it was felt, through evident misjudgement, that the band were not good enough at the time to merit a booking.
35 years on, I am writing to enquire as to whether U2 would like to put this right, and play or appear at a DIT campus this May 30th (there is some leeway for the date). Students of the college missed out on a moment of history that year, and it would be a thoughtful and greatly appreciated move by the band to allow the The Edition, as the DIT newspaper, to make belated amends on behalf of our 1979 Student Union counterparts.
Feel free to get in contact at any time,
Many thanks for your time and best regards,
Al McConnell
The Edition, 
DIT,
Aungier Street, 
Dublin 2
The next Friday night, Farrell and 
a few other SU members were in 
O’Neill’s, on Suffolk Street.
“We were all having a few drinks, 
and I’d intended to go over to Trinity 
to see this band,” explains Farrell.
What happened next is a matter of 
some disagreement. As Farrell says 
himself, “there are 38 years and alco-
hol involved in this”.
A member of the group (all of whom 
deny that they were the ultimate cul-
prit, though Farrell believes it was 
??????? ???????????????????? ???? ????????
a friend also present on the night), 
volunteered to go over to assess U2’s 
credentials in Farrell’s place.
A little while and a few drinks later, 
the scout returned to O’Neill’s.
“They’re OK…just OK.”
“You wouldn’t give them a gig so?”
“I don’t think so.”
It was higher praise than many oth-
ers gave the band in their early days, 
but not enough for a booking.
Clayton followed up the Monday 
after, and Farrell (claiming to have 
gone to see the band himself) broke 
the news gently that they wouldn’t be 
getting a slot.
“Yeah you’re pretty good, you’re 
coming along well, but I’m afraid we 
????????????????????????????????????????
he told the bassist.
“I might have said call me back in 
three or six months, but nothing came 
of it.”
The question remains of who takes 
the blame, or perhaps the credit, for 
turning down U2 in their early days.
The band took off soon after that, 
according to Farrell. Paul McGuin-
ness started to weave his magic and a 
record deal soon followed.
All in all, they’ve done OK without 
that early break in DIT’s Kinema. But 
where they could be with that added 
boost? Golden Globe winners? Close 
friends with Nelson Mandela? We’ll 
never know.
Al McConnell
EDITOR
The Edition's letter to U2, earlier this month. We have yet to hear back.The Edition's letter to U2, sent earlier this month. They have yet to respond.
Al McConnell
EDITOR
Gender  balance  of  third-­level  staff  needs  review
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? ??????????????????????
Fitzpatrick criticises 
UCD's Samuel O'ConnorDIT’s top level staff could soon have 
no full-time female representation, 
with Professor Ellen Hazelkorn to be 
seconded to the HEA and a new di-
rector to be brought in for Research 
and Enterprise.
The top level staff within the col-
lege, based on the top ten salaries, 
includes president Brian Norton 
(€175,876 per year) and nine heads 
of departments (€136,276 per year), 
though Hazelkorn will stay on as a 
director for two days per week.
Figures sent to the Higher Edu-
cation Authority (HEA) earlier this 
month also show that 68 percent of 
staff at all management grades (ac-
ademic and non-academic) are men, 
with 32 percent women.
According to a DIT spokesperson, 
however, the overall gender balance 
across all employees of the college 
is approximately 50-50, suggesting 
a skew towards men occurs as we 
move up the hierarchy. 
On DIT’s Governing Body, however, 
eight of its 20 members are women.
As Hazelkorn told The Edition, 
though there is no indication of de-
liberate gender discrimination, “there 
are wider issues in higher education 
nationally that need to be tackled”.
Hazelkorn would like DIT to pro-
duce an analysis of the raw popula-
tion data it possesses at the moment.
“What we need is someone to take 
a step back, analyse the data, ask 
whether there is an issue, and then 
see what we could do about it,” she 
said.
“At the minute we just don’t know 
where DIT sits on the barometer of 
equality. It may be very good, but 
it may not be, we just don’t know. 
We need to produce an overview of 
the entire DIT population,” said Ha-
zelkorn.
She also said that this is a nation-
al problem in higher education: “We 
don’t know enough about our staff”.
A DIT spokesperson told The Edi-
tion: “It would be a very good idea to 
put together an overall analysis, and 
it’s a national issue rather than one 
????????????????
“DIT will be happy to comply with 
any changes in the way the HEA re-
quires data to be presented on gender 
breakdowns of staff and students.”
The HEA was recently criticised 
for, and admitted, its current infor-
??????????????????????????????????????
in senior academic positions being 
“inadequate”, following a letter to the 
Irish Times from Prof. Pat O’Connor, 
of the University of Limerick.
O’Connor wrote on the 2nd of Jan-
uary:
“The EU has been concerned about 
the under-representation of women 
in senior academic and management 
positions in higher education, and 
??????????????????????????????????????
ganisational issues.”
O’Connor also stated that “diversity 
is associated with innovation”, and in 
????????????? ?????????????????????????
ademics and of those in senior man-
agement positions in publicly funded 
universities are men.
Al McConnell
EDITOR
DITSU president Glenn Fitzpatrick 
has criticised UCD student Samuel 
???????????????????????????????????????
iation from his student union.
O’Connor won the right to leave 
UCDSU in December, in protest 
against the union’s pro-choice stance 
on abortion.
Speaking to The Edition, Fitzpatrick 
said a “dangerous precedent” might 
have been set, that could put at stake 
the “culture, tradition and nature of 
student unions as we know them”.
“If someone really wants to leave 
then there’s not an awful lot you can 
do about that,” he said. “He was go-
?????????????? ???????? ???????????????
but what he did was anti-democratic. 
Student unions are not like trade un-
ions. There’s a service element there, 
but there’s also representation, and 
any student who thinks they can go 
into college and will have every man-
agement person or lecturer looking 
out for their best interests is totally 
naïve and offside.”
O’Connor has since defended his 
actions, telling The Edition he be-
lieves Fitzpatrick has displayed a 
“fundamental misunderstanding of 
‘democracy’”.
He went on to say: “This [right to 
choose whether or not to be a mem-
ber of an SU] is a Constitutional right 
which, unfortunately for the vested 
interest of Mr Fitzpatrick and other 
SUs, exists entirely independently 
from them. Were I a DIT student Mr 
Fitzpatrick's obvious disdain for the 
rights of students to freely associate 
would be of serious concern.”
The DITSU president is hopeful, 
however, that O’Connor’s widely re-
ported case will not be followed by 
students in DIT or elsewhere.
???? ?????? ????????? ??? ????? ???? ?????
????? ?????? ???? ?????? ????? ??? ???? ?????
up,” said Fitzpatrick. “If someone 
makes a big enough song and dance 
about it you can imagine a ruling like 
that happening.”
O’Connor, a third year law student, 
won the right to leave the union at a 
UCDSU Independent Appeals & Dis-
ciplinary Board (IADB) hearing in 
December.
The IADB held that it “would not 
be respecting Mr O’Connor’s legal 
???????? ??? ??? ????? ??? ??????? ?????????
iation, after O’Connor challenged 
an earlier refusal on constitutional 
grounds of freedom of association.
The case did not, however, award 
O’Connor the right to a refund for 
any monies paid towards SU mem-
bership, as it was held the contri-
bution fee goes to the college, after 
which a block grant is awarded to 
the union. 
"At  the  
minute  
we  just  
don't  know  
where  DIT  
sits  on  the  
barometer  of  
equality"
–  Prof.  Ellen  Hazelkorn
“Diversity  is  
associated  
with  
innovation"
–  Prof.  Pat  O'Connor,  UL
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DITSU VP for events, Will 
Meara, has earned twice the 
required nominations, and 
over 300 Facebook likes, after 
announcing his campaign for 
????????????????????
After the unexpected an-
nouncement, Meara received 
external nominations from 
IADT and UCC, plus informal 
indications from two other 
?????????
Shameless lies
In the announcement, Meara 
(who has welfare experience 
in advising students on hango-
ver cures) said:
???????????????????????????
am delighted to announce that 
I am running for the position 
of Vice President for Welfare 
for the Union of Students in 
Ireland,” with the hashtag 
????????????
The post conspicuously fol-
lowed the wording of DITSU 
president Glenn Fitzpatrick’s 
Facebook announcement 
that he would (genuinely) be 
running for USI vice president 
for campaigns, raising some 
?????????
Comments on the post 
included “not a chance ya bol-
lix” (posted by Jack O’Con-
nor) and a link to the trailer for 
?????????Van Wilder, from Seán 
??????????? ??????????????
seemed to be taken in 
????????????
Meara 
has since 
?????????????
The Edition 
that the post 
was, indeed, a 
piss-take, but 
has admitted 
that the level 
of support he 
received 
???????????????????????
“A lot of people even from 
previous years in USI did say 
that the role could do with 
someone coming in and shak-
????????????????????????
Meara was surprised by the 
number of people who took 
the post seriously, admitting 
???????????????????????????????
Shameless truth
Fiachra Duffy, DITSU 
VP for welfare, later 
announced his intention 
to run for the role of 
DITSU president for 
the coming year, also 
using a post worded 
similarly to Fitzpatrick 
and Meara, creating 
some confusion among 
those watching the an-
????????????????????
Duffy has since 
???????????
however, his 
genuine 
intention 
to run 
for the 
?????????
First  days  at  a  new  school
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? ?
???????????????????????????????????????????????? ???????????????
??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
DITSU VP for events, Will Meara
DIT’s College of Engineer-
ing and Built Environment 
(CEBE) has created a brand 
new school in an attempt to 
adapt to the new construction 
and architecture sector, fol-
lowing economic crash and 
???????????????????
Formed on the 4th of No-
vember, the new school, with 
a working title ‘Multi-Disci-
plinary Technologies’, is a re-
action to low student demand 
at present, largely due to the 
collapse of the construction 
?????????
The new head of school, Dr 
Kevin Kelly, described the new 
approach across the CEBE:
“We want to be a leaner, 
???????? ????????? ????????
????????????????????
???????????????????????
The new school is, in Kelly’s 
words, rather “unusual” in that 
it does not possess its own dis-
ciplines, such as electronics or 
architecture, but is designed to 
????????????????????????????????
existed between engineering 
????????
“In the past, there would 
have been differences of 
opinions over which schools 
attract research and develop 
??????????? ??? ???????? ????????
such as energy management 
or renewables, which could 
have been in either electrical 
engineering or mechanical en-
???????????
It remains unclear how this 
will work in terms of everyday 
practice (as Kelly points out, 
he has only been in the role for 
two months) and the school is 
currently in a process of estab-
lishing itself
Setting up sooner
Establishing the new school 
in part as a response to the 
struggling marketplace has 
raised questions over wheth-
er it could have been done 
???????
Dr Mike Murphy, director of 
the CEBE, told The Edition: 
“We are delighted to have the 
new school up and running, 
and have high hopes it on it 
???????????????????????????
“Sometimes you look back 
on the path you’ve walked and 
think perhaps we might have 
walked a different path or have 
?????????????????????????
Murphy went on to say that 
“big wheels move slowly” and 
there was some frustration on 
the college management side 
of things after a proposal for 
restructuring was introduced 
????????
“We were quite frustrated at 
the pace of trying to reorgan-
ise the college structure,” said 
???????? ????????? ??????????
a range of new initiatives, 
some of which were very new 
and had to be explained and 
????????????????????????
Kelly agrees that “it has 
probably taken a bit longer 
than it should have”, but both 
are looking forward to helping 
??????????????????????????????????
??????? ??????
Hidden  Irish  links  
of  Private  Manning
DIT lecturer Harry Browne 
travelled to the small Welsh 
town of Haverfordwest ear-
lier this month to take part in 
???? ?????? ???????? ???????????
a fundraising event for the 
family of Chelsea (previously 
????????? ???????
The event saw a range of 
Irish musicians, performers, 
academics and activists trav-
el to Wales for a weekend of 
performances and talks, in sol-
idarity with Manning’s family, 
to raise funds for them to visit 
her in Fort Leavenworth Disci-
plinary Barracks, and to raise 
consciousness of the story in 
????????????????
There has been a surprising 
lack of coverage, Browne said, 
of the fact that Manning’s fam-
ily is Welsh/Irish – she lived in 
Wales when the Iraq war start-
ed – and a lack of support for 
???????????
Browne’s speech called for 
journalists who have written 
about Manning’s revelations 
to come forward and campaign 
???????????????????????????
“There’s a basic professional 
responsibility to your source,” 
Browne told The Edition?? ????
this point it’s not a question 
of protecting the source – 
her identity is out there – but 
there’s a responsibility of de-
fending your source and say-
ing that there’s an important 
ethical principle that it’s not 
a crime to make information 
??????????????????????????
?????? ?????????? ???????????
information to Wikileaks in 
2010, including footage that 
became known as ‘Collateral 
Murder’ and brought Wikil-
eaks to global recognition, 
???????????? ??????????? ?????
an online acquaintance, Adrian 
Lamo, passed information to 
??? ??????????????????
Manning received a sentence 
of 35 years last 30th of July, 
for a range of offences includ-
ing espionage and theft, but 
was acquitted of aiding the en-
emy and could be eligible for 
?????????????????????????
Browne also attended ‘Airing 
Erris’ in Rosslare, Co Mayo, 
last week, an event looking 
back at media coverage of the 
??????????????????????
?????? ?? ?????????? ?????? ????
people up here have been 
through,” he said, “but you 
can also look at it as a giant 
multinational company, with 
the backing of the state, being 
??????????????????????????????
a pipeline through this com-
??????????????????????????????
the project is in a different lo-
???????????????????????????
“Whether you agree or disa-
gree with their tactics or their 
message, there’s an actual 
????????????????????
Harry Browne’s report on the 
Manning TruthFest will be pub-
lished in the February edition of 
Counterpunch magazine.
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Union  re-­union
Student  
unions:  jobs  
for  the  boys
DIT Student Union leaders from the 
past four decades met up earlier this 
????????????????????????????????????
ion, held at Aungier Street.
????? ??? ????????? ????? ???? ?????
ent, turned up to discuss memories, 
??????????????????????????????????????
?????????? ?????????????????????????????
??????????
??????? ??? ?????? ?????????? ??????
????????????? ???? ???????? ?????????
????????? ????? ?????? ????????? ?????
?????????????? ????????????? ?????????
???? ??????? ? ??????????????????????????
????????????????????????????
????????? ????? ???? ??????? ?????? ??
???? ????????? ??? ???? ???????? ??????
???????????????????? ????????????????????
??????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????
???????????? ????????? ????? ??? ???????????
???????????????????????????????????????
???? ???? ???????? ?????? ???????? ???
one room, and looking at them as a 
?????????????????????????????????????
???? ??????????????? ?? ????????? ?? ?????
full of men.
Student unions, like trade unions, 
???????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????? ???????????
?????????????????????????????????????
???????? ??? ???????? ???????????? ???
????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????? ????????
????? ??? ???? ??????????? ?????? ?????
??????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????
???????? ??? ?????? ??????? ??????
???????? ?????? ????? ??? ??????? ?????
??? ?? ?????? ??? ??????? ????? ????? ????
???????? ???? ???? ????????? ????? ?????
??????????????? ????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????
or traditional patterns.
???????????????????????????????????
????? ??????? ????? ???? ????? ??????? ??????
????????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????
??????? ???? ?? ???????????? ??? ?????? ???
?????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????
??????? ???????? ??? ???? ??? ?????? ????
female DITSU presidents, and though 
???????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????
AL
MCCONNELL
EDITOR
COMMENT
"Women will have to be 
encouraged to get into roles 
in the student union" 
–Tracey Flinter
???????? ???? ????? ??? ???? ?????????
???? ???????? ????????? ?? ????? ???? ???
???????? ??? ??????????? ??? ????? ???????
??????? ????? ??? ????? ???? ??????? ???????
?????????????????????????????? ?? ???
??? ???? ?? ?????? ????????? ???????? ????
????????????????????????????????????
as president. 
????? ?????? ??????? ?????? ????????? ???
????????? ??????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????????
four candidates.
??? ??? ?????? ???????? ??? ?????? ???????
???????????????????????????????????????
?? ????? ????????? ??????? ????????????
and I think the sole reason for that is 
????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????
????? ??????? ????? ???????????? ???
???????? ??? ?????????? ???? ????? ?????
????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????? ???????????????
????????????????????????????????????????
Student leaders re-united at inaugural event
Letters sent by mistake cause concern, as 
several students are warned of grant recalls
??????? ????? ???? ????????? ???? ??????
???????? ?????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????
????? ???????? ???? ?????? ?? ???????
??????? ?????????? ????? ???????????????????
????? ??????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????
????????? ????? ??? ??? ????????? ????
??????????????????????????????????????
???? ??????? ????? ?? ??????? ????? ????
???????? ??? ?????????? ???? ?????? ???????
??????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????
??????? ??????????? ??????????? ????
???????? ????????? ??? ???? ????? ????
??????? ??? ?????? ????? ?? ????? ????? ???
???????????????? ???????????????????? ???
?????????????????????????????
?????????? ?????????????????? ??????
phere changed more gradually, he 
??????????? ???????? ?? ???????? ???????
????????????????????????
????????? ????????????????????????
????? ????????????? ??????????????????
?????????????????????
In those years, he continued, the USI 
???????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????
????? ??????????? ???????? ????? ????
dents marched on three years ago, at 
????????????????????????????????????
??? ??? ???? ?????? ???? ????? ???? ?????
??????? ??????? ?????? ?????? ???? ????
??????????? ????? ???????? ????????? ????
???? ????? ????? ????? ??????? ?????? ?????
????????????????
 
Grangegorman
?????? ??????? ??????? ???? ????? ????
cussed on the night, highlighting the 
????????????? ????? ????? ???? ???? ??????
??????????????????? ????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????????
???? ???? ?????? ????? ?????????? ??????
???? ??? ?????????????????????????????
????????????????
????????????????????????????????????
????? ???????????????????????????????????
????? ?????????? ????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????
lins Barracks, and others.
??? ????????? ??????????? ????? ???????
???????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????????
??????????????? ?????? ????????????
 
Some things never change
??? ???? ????? ?????? ??? ?????? ????????
????? ???? ????? ????????????? ??????? ????
?????? ???????????????????????????????
?????????????????????
Deiric Ó Broin listed their main 
??????????????????????????????????????
????????? ?????????????? ?????????????
?????? ????????????? ???? ????? ????
??????????????????????????????????????
?????? ???????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????????
???????
???????????????????????????????????
Ó Broin pointed out that in the early 
????????????????????????????????????
??????? ?????? ???? ???? ??????? ????????
importer of condoms in the country.
???????????????????????? ?????????????
??????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????????
??? ?????? ???????? ????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????
????????????????? ???? ?????????????
?????? ???? ???????? ?????? ??? ?????
????????????? ????????????????????????
???????????
Student union members from the past 40 years attended the reunion on the 8th of January
Shambolic  SUSI  strikes  again
Barry Lennon
DEPUTY EDITOR
?????? ?????? ???????????????? ?????
??? ???????? ????? ????? ???? ?????????
???? ??? ????? ?????? ??????? ??? ???????
??????????????????????????????????
???????? ??? ??????? ?????? ???????????
?????????????????????????????????????
???? ???????????????????????????????????
???????? ?????? ???? ??????????? ????
????????????????????????????????????
????? ??????????? ??????? ????? ??????
??????????????????????????
The Department restored the 
???????????????????????????????????
???????? ??? ?????????????????? ????????
????????? ?????? ????????? ??? ???????????
????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????
??????????? ??????????? ???????????????
SUSI miscalculated the applying 
??????????????
??????????? ????? ??????? ????? ????
??? ??????????? ??????????? ????????????
????? ????????? ???? ?????????? ???????
?????? ????? ???? ???????? ??? ???????
?????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????
???? ???? ????? ????? ???????? ??? ?????
??????? ????? ????????? ????????? ???
????????????? ??? ??????? ???????????? ???
?????????????????????????????????????
????? ???? ???? ??? ??? ????? ??? ???
?????? ???? ???????????? ?????????????
????????? ???????? ??? ?????? ????? ????
??????? ?????? ????? ???? ??? ?????? ???
????????????????????????????????????
????? ???????? ??????? ?????? ????? ????
?????????????????????????????????
not entitled.
????????? ??? ??? ?????????? ?????? ???
????? ?????????? ????? ??? ???????????
??????????????????????????????????????
?????????? ???? ?????????? ???? ???? ????
heard any complaints on this issue.
?????????????????????????????????????
??? ?????? ?????? ????? ????? ????????
???????? ??????????????? ?????? ??????
into account the income of their 
?????????????????????????????????????
????????????????
???????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????????
???????????? ????????????????? ??????
???????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????? ??????????? ????????
????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????? ????????????????
???????????????????????????????????
????? ?? ??????? ??? ???? ????? ????? ???
??????
???????? ?????? ??????? ???????? ???
progress made, suggesting that the 
organisation is yet to fully cut its 
teeth.
??????????????????????????????????
????? ????? ???????? ???????? ???? ????
???????????????????????????????????????
they may need to return their grants 
?????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????
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Tara Ní Cheileachar agus Áine Ní Beirne
Mícheál Ó Breasail
Ranganna,  
Comhrá,  
Ióga  ar  fail  
i  mbliana  
Bí  sásta  í  a  labhairt!
Faisean  
Geimhridh
Is mó na deiseanna a bheidh agat le 
linn an bhliain úr seo chun do chuid 
Gaeilge a fheabhsú agus a úsáid.
Beidh ranganna Gaeilge ar fail soar 
in aisce do mhuintir na hinstitiúide 
arís sa bhliain 2014, chomh maith le 
roinnt seribhísí agus imeachtaí eile.
Cuireadh tús leis na ranganna an 
tseachtain seo (ag tosnú 27/1/14) agus 
leanfaidh said ar aghaidh go dtí deire-
adh Márta (24/314). Níl costas ar bith 
bainte leo agus tá fáilte roimh achann 
baill foirne nó mac léinn sa choláiste. 
Déanfar freastal ar achan caighdeán 
agus tiocfaidh feabhas ar do chuid 
???????????????????????????????????-
cal nó líofacht agat. 
Tá said ar siúil uair amháin sa tseach-
tain ó 1 – 2 ar fud na hinstitiúide, idir 
Sr Aungier, Sr Bolton agus Sr Caoim-
hín, ón Luan go dtí an Céadaoin
Bronnófar teastas sa Ghaeilge ort i 
ndiaidh an chúrsa a líonadh. 
Más é nach dtaitníonn leat a bheith i 
mbun ranganna le linn am lóin, beidh 
fáilte romhat go dtí ciorcal cómhra 
gach Máirt i Sr Aungier. Beidh sé 
suite i “Cúinne na Gaeilge” nó na 
toilg dearg ag cúl an tí, in aice le caife 
Java. Tosnaíonn an cómhrá is sun-
tasaí dá shaol an tseachtain seo fosta 
(28/1/14) agus is deis íontach é úsáid 
a bhaint as do chuid Gaeilge go sói-
sialta, i measc mic léinn agus foireann 
na hinstitiúide. 
Tosóidh ranganna ‘Ióga’ (Yoga) 
le linn an athbhliain fosta agus is 
?????? ????? ?????? ??? ????????? ????? ???
chloigeann é don bhliain nua atá rom-
hainn. Beidh na ranganna seo cur-
tha ar fail as Gaeilge in ITBÁC don 
chéad uair achann Déardaoin i seom-
ra 3100 i Sr Aungier. Tá táille €3.50 
do mhic léinn (mataí san áireamh) 
agus €4.50 faoin choinne foireann na 
hinsititiúide, nó tig leat €25/30 a íoc 
don chúrsa ar fad. 
Is deis íontach iad na ranganna agus 
na himeachtaí nua, a deir Pádraic Ó 
Dubhshláine, atá mar Chathaoirleach 
ar an Cumann Gaelach DIT i mbliana. 
"Seans tú féin a chur in aithne ar dhu-
ine eile a bhfuil suim acu a dteanga a 
labhairt atá ann
Tig leat a bheith i dteagmháil le 
???????? ??? ?????????? ?? ????? ???
Gaeilge mar gheall ar na deiseanna 
seo. Tá sí ar fail ar 0862035579 nó 
gaeilge@dit.ie. 
Bí ag amharc amach sa leathanach 
seo faoi choinne tuilleadh imeachtaí 
agus seribhísí a bheidh ar fail duitse, 
as Gaeilge, le linn an bhliain seo. 
STIOFÁN 
Ó CONNACHTAIGH
EAGARTHÓR GHAEILGE
Is é an Geimhreadh an séasúr faisin 
is fearr liom, cinnte. Tá gach duine 
abálta níos mo sraitheanna éadach a 
chaitheamh, agus mar sin, níos mo 
eadaí. Ciallaíonn níos mó éadaí níos 
Gach bliain um Nollaig agus 
??? ???????????? ?????? ????-
adh ar ais i stil. Ach an bliain 
seo tá sé saghas difriuil. Tá an cóta 
???????????????????????????????????????
tá alán oiriúint dhifriúla ar fáil. Mar 
????????? ??? ????????? ????? ??? ?????
?????????????????????????????????????-
land. Is mála an-faiseanta agus an-di-
friuil ar fad é. Is as Accessorize é an 
??????????????????????????????????
Is aoibhinn liom veilbhit don 
??????? ????? ???????? ??? ?? ?? ??????
?????????????????????????????????????
is é an éadach is faiseanta i mo thuairim.
Feicimid an mainicin cailiuil Alexa 
??????????????????????????????????????
Ta alán roghanna agus go leor stílean-
na agat maidir leis an treocht seo mar 
???????????????????????????????????????
leor eile.
Breacán, breacán, breacán. Tá 
breacán i ngach ait sna hards-
ráide anois. Is aoibhinn liom 
an treocht seo toisc go bhfuil sé so-
faisticiúl ach tá daoine óga ábalta é 
a chaitheamh freisin. Tá an-tóir ar 
dearg, dubh, glás agus dubhghorm. 
Tá gúnaí breacáin ar fáil i Pennys 
agus níl iontu ach €17.
Is cailín alainn í Taylor Swift 
agus ni chuireann sí cos ar an 
??????????????????????????????
?????? ???????? ??? ?? ????????? ????? ???
MAC an béaldath is fearr liom don 
bliain ar fad ach go hairithe ón Nol-
laig seo chaite. Seasfaidh tú amach as 
an slua leis an dáth alainn seo ort an 
Geimhreadh seo.
Tá Gaeilge agam agus táimse fíor 
bródúil as an teanga ach sula dtosnaíom 
???????????????????????????????????
D'fhreastail mé ar Ghaelscoil ar 
feadh 6 bliain agus nuair a bhíos i 
DIT bhíos gníomhach leis an Cumann 
Gaelach ann. Tá a fhios agam go bh-
???????????????????????????????????????
cleactadh le déanaí, áfach. Seo an fáth 
??????????????????????????????????????
deis a fhaighim. 
Déanaim mo dhícheall mo chuid 
Gaolainn a coimead beo. Níl aon brí 
le teanga a bheith agat muna usáid-
eann tú go rialta í, ach go háirithe 
maidir le teanga a bhfuil i mbaol titim 
as usáid. Le deanaí bhíos i nGaeltacht 
áirithe agus nuair a dhéan mé iarracht 
labhairt leis na dúchasaigh i nGaeilge, 
thug siad neamhaird orm nó d'freagar 
siad i mBéarla mé. 'S í an Caighdeán a 
d'foghlaim mé ar scoil agus bhíos féin 
in ann a gcuid Gaolainn a thuiscint 
???? ??????????? ?????????????????????
teanga a fhoghlaim nó a caoimhniú 
muna bhfuil daoine sásta í a usáíd
I gcaifé amhain bhí meascáín de 
mó faisean! 
Bíonn na seónna faisin ag an uair 
seo den bhliain leictreach ar fad 
agus seo hiad roinnt de na treochtaí 
móra an Geimreadh seo.
?
? ? ?
Béarla agus Gaolainn le cloisteál, 
Gaolainn ach go háirithe i measc 
??? ??????????? ????? ?????? ?????????
le cloisteal ón óige. Nuair a d'úsaid 
mé mo chuid Gaolainn le bean an tí 
fuaireas freagra i mBéarla gach uair. 
Cé gur labhair sí Gaolainn liom nuair 
a bhíos ag fágáint, d'fhag mé an áit le 
díoma orm. 
Níos déanaí sa lá bhíos ocrasach 
a dhóthain agus chuas go teach táb-
hairne chun greim le nithe a haimsiú. 
Amuigh sa fíor Gaeltacht a bhí an 
?????????? ??? ??????????????????????
le chloisteal den chuid is mó le focal 
Béarla nó dhó caite isteach sa meas-
cán. Ansin cuireadh déistin orm. Bhí 
???????????????????????????????????-
fá go mbeidh fáillte roimh Gaeilge 
san ait seo ach nuair a dhéan mé 
iarracht ordú i nGaeilge níor tugadh 
airde ar bith orm. Fiú lig an fear-bearr 
air gur chuala sé faic. 
I ndiadh an lá sin thosaigh mé ag 
smaoineamh conas gur féidir le te-
anga a maireachtaint muna bhfuil 
daoine sásta í a usáíd. Ba chóir go 
mbéadh fáilte roimh an Caighdeán nó 
??????????????????????????????????????
háírithe sa Gaeltacht. 
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AN T-EAGRÁN
Wednesday, January 29th, 2014  
Tá 2013 imithe agus tá súil agam go 
bhfuil cúpla rud imithe leis. Seo hé an 
liosta a bhfuil chuile duine ag iarradh 
go mbeidh curtha ar ceal agus as ár 
radharc i 2014.
A BHEITH GAFA LEIS AN 
IPHONE 4.
Duine éigin, abair liom céard é an 
scéal leis na iPhoners. Bhí an iP-
hone 4 curtha ar an margadh ag tús 
2010. 2014 atá ann anois. An rud is 
measa ná nuair a thosnaíonn an fón 
ag bualadh, ceapann gach uile duine 
gur a bhfón atá ann. FAIGH CEANN 
NUA!
TWERKEÁIL
Mile Cyrus, cad atá á dhéanamh 
agat leis an teanga mór sin i gcónaí 
ag teacht as do bhéal? Thosaigh tú 
réabhlóid twerking timpeall na tíre, 
ní bheidh aon iontas orm má théim 
?????????? ????????????????????????????
timpeall ansin ag twerkeáil! Tá mad-
????????????????????????????
Um Nollaig seo 2013, cruthaíodh 
feachtas ag Conradh na Gaeilge agus 
ag Aontas na Mac Léinn in Éirinn 
chun cearta teangacha a fháil san 
earnáil phoiblí. 
Tosaíodh é nuair a d'éirigh an Co-
imisinéir Teanga, Seán Ó Cuirreáin, 
as a phost mar gheall ar an easpa chun 
cinn atá déanta ag an rialtas chun 
meath na Gaeilge a chloígh. Bhailigh 
thart ar caoga mic léinn taobh amuigh 
den Dáil ar an 13 Nollaig le liosta de 
cúig rud a bhí á lorg acu. Go hiomlán 
gléasta i dt-léintí leis an mana "cearta 
teanga = cearta daonna” an aidhm a 
bhí acu ná tacaíocht a léiriú ar son 
choimisinéir nua a chur i bhfeidhm 
ón pointe seo ar aghaidh.
An chéad éileamh a bhí acu ná go 
gcoinneofaí áit an coimisinéir teanga 
sa bhlian nua agus ar aghaidh. Bhí sé 
seo ina theannta leis an éileamh go 
????????????????????????? ??????????????
blí a bfhuil ag déileáil le muintir an 
Gaeltachta a bheith líofa as Gaeilge, is 
spriocdáta a chruthú don targaid seo. 
Ina theannta sin, go méadóigh an 
méad fostaí le cumas sa Gaeilge ón 6% 
atá ann i láthair na huaire go 30% le linn 
deich mbliain. An dara éileamh deir-
neach a bhí acu ná go bhfaighfí réigh 
leis an maolú de stádus na Gaeilge mar 
??????????????????? ?????????????????????
chun a bheith imithe i ndiaidh an chéad 
lá de mhí Eanair 2017. 
Tá feachtas ar bun ag Conradh na 
Gaeilge chun cearta teangacha a fháil 
do phobal na Gaeilge. 
Spreag an conspóid faoi chearta 
Teangacha nuair a d’fhógair Séan Ó 
Cuirreáin go mbeidh sé ag éirigh as a 
phoist mar Choimisinéir Teanga toisc 
an easpa tacaíocht ón Rialtas lena 
chuid moltaí a chuir i bhfeidhm.
Cheaptar Séan Ó Cuirreáin mar 
Coimisinéir Teanga i 2004 agus ath-
cheaptar arís é i 2010.  Fiú go bhfuil 
sé leagtha amach In Acht na dTeanga-
?????????????? ??? ??????? ???????????
chas iomlán aige ina ról mar Cho-
imisinéir Teanga, ní raibh sé in ann 
dul i ngleic le formhór de na fadhban-
na a tháining faoin a bhráid.  Dar le 
Íte Ní Chionnaith, ball den feachtas 
Pobal na Gaeilge agus na Gaeltach-
Agóid  
Gaelach  na  
Nollag
13  Rudaí  Ba  Cheart  Bás  A  
Fháil  In  Éineacht  le  2013
Feachtas  Chonradh  na  Gaeilge
Dermot Watchorn
Cormac Dunne
Tessa Fleming
An ceist atá ann anois ná 
an ndéanfaidh an rialtas 
aon rud maidir lena 
héilimh seo, nó mar is 
gnáth, an ndúilteoidh siad 
an achomharc go hiomlán
Cé go bhfuil 2 bhliain 
eile fágtha ina thréimhse 
ceapacháin, is beag eile 
a chreid Ó Cuirreáin, go 
raibh sé in ann a dhéanadh 
le forbairt cearta teanga 
Faoi dheireadh, ba mhaith leis an 
USI agus Conradh na Gaeilge go aith-
neofar muintir na Gaeltachta, agus 
muintir na Gaeilge, mar gheallseal-
bhóirí sa cur i gníomh den straitéis 
?????????????????????????????????????
ceist atá ann anois ná an ndéanfaidh 
an rialtas aon rud maidir lena héilimh 
seo, nó mar is gnáth, an ndúilteoidh 
siad  an achomharc go hiomlán. 
D'eagraigh Conradh na Gaeilge an 
dara teagmheas den feachtas seo ar an 
11 Eanair 2014. An rud a bhí ann ná 
cruiniú poiblí taobh amuigh de Hal-
la na Saoirse i mBaile Átha Cliath. 
I measc na haoichainteoirí bhí Seán 
Mag Leannáin i láthair, chomh maith 
le Caoimhín Ó hEaghra agus Julian 
de Spáinn. Bhí an teachtaireacht agus 
aidhm acu mar an gcéanna leis an lá 
taobh amuigh den Dáil, tacaíocht a 
thabhairt don chéad choimisinéir eile, 
agun na cúig pointí ón liosta mianta 
Nollaig a threisiú. 
Go dtí an pointe seo níl aon freagairt 
tar éis teacht amach ón Dáil, agus i mo 
thuirim ní thiocfaidh freagairt mar níl 
an Gaeilge go ard ar liosta fadhbanna 
na tíre atá ag an rialtas faoi láthair.
NA FÉINPHICEANNA
Tá pairt ag an bhfocal seo sa foclóir. 
Is ea! Níl sé mar bhotún litriú a thu-
illeadh. Bhí ionsaí curtha orainn leis 
??? ???????? ?? ????? ????? ??? ???????????
Snapchat. Gach uair a osclaím pictiúr 
ó duine, is é an duine céánn é, sa ‘pós’ 
céanna, le éadaí difríula! BOG DO 
CHEANN FIÚ!
NETFLIX
???????????????????????????????????
ar do greasán idirlíne. Mar sin, as mo 
radharc. Le gach Dé-ghuí, Éire.
HAISCLIBEANNA AR 
FACEBOOK
A dhia! A chairde, stop. Ní féidir 
leat hastag a úsáid ar Facebook tá sé 
mícheart. Slán Facebook Hashtag níl 
brón orainn go bhfuil tú marbh.
IARRATAIS CANDY CRUSH 
Tá a fhios ag gach duine an moth-
úcáin sin nuair a chloiseann siad a 
nguthán agus bíonn áthas an domhain 
orthu toisc gur cheaptar gur chuir an 
“duine speisialta” téacs cuthu. Ná 
inis bréag, bíonn meanga gáire doch-
reidthe ar do aghaidh. Ach, ansin 
léann tú céard go díreach a tharla. A 
Dhiabhal!
BIA-STAGRAM
Céard má dúirt mé leat gur féidir 
leat do chuid bia a ithe gan é a chu-
ir ar Instagram roimh réidh? Taobh 
????????????????????????????????????????
is ‘instagramed’ timpeall na cruinne. 
Is dóigh go mbraitheann daoine gur 
?????????? ????? ??????????? ??? ????????
eile céard go díreach a bhfuil á ithe 
acu an t-ám ar fad toisc go bhreá le 
daoine é sin……tá ocras orm.
AN CAT GRUAMACH
Nílim chun bréag a insint, bhí 
Grumpy Cat mar chuid maith do 
2013. Áfach, tá an ám anseo chun 
slán a rá leo. Gan dabht bhí páirt mór 
ag an gcat i 2013, bhí sé I meme’s, 
vines agus físeán Youtube go leor ach 
is dóigh go bhfuil siad críochnaithe 
anois. 2014, beidh an cat imithe, is 
dóigh gurb iad na gabhair an slí chun 
tosaí.
ta, níor ghlac an Rialtas go ndáirire le 
moltaí an Coimisinéir agus nár cuire-
adh i bhfeidhm iad, ach go háirithe i 
leith an chorás riaracháin phóiblí.   
Cé go bhfuil 2 bhliain eile fágtha ina 
thréimhse ceapacháin, is beag eile a 
chreid Ó Cuirreáin, go raibh sé in ann 
a dhéanadh le forbairt cearta teanga.  
I 2012 bhí 756 cás i dtaca le dea-
crachtaí nó fadhbanna a bhain le seir-
bhís trí Ghaeilge atá ar fháil ón Stát, 
agus ba ea an bhliain ba mhó a chu-
ireadh gearáin ón bpobal faoi bhráid 
??? ???????? ?? ????????? ?? ?????????? ??
2004.
Tá post an Comissiúnéir Teanga 
fógraithe, ach sular gceaptar Coimis-
inéir nua, tá an feachtas ag cur brú ar 
an Rialtas moltaí Uí Cuirreáin a chuir 
i bhfeidhm.
Tá Lá Mór á eagrú ag an feach-
tas ar an 15 de Feabhra chun bhrú 
a chuir ar an Rialtas glacadh leis na 
moltaí.  Siúlóid atá i gceist, ag tosnú 
i gCearnóg Parnell, le ceol ón banna 
Seo Linn.  Ní hé seo an chéad uair 
a bhéas daoine ag teacht amach lena 
gcuid dlúthphairtaíocht a tháispeáint 
don theanga.  
I 2004, sheas 6,000 le chéile las-
muigh den Dáil ar son cearta teanga-
cha a bheith ag an Gaeilge san Eoraip, 
agus dar le Ite Nic Chionnaith, tá said 
ag tnúth leis na huimhreacha sin arís 
ar an Lá mór.
LÉACHTANNA 9 R.N
Pé duine ar cheap gur smaoineamh 
iontach é seo, is fuath liom thú.
FOX & HARLEM SHAKE
Níl chlú agam céard a dheireann an 
diabhal Madra Rua sin, agus níl suim 
agam. Táim fós trína chéile théis 
éisteacht leis, níl hé ach 3.45 nóiméad 
de dhuine áirithe i mbun ag screadaíl 
go scanrach i mo chlúasa. Agus Har-
lem Shake…..ní thuigim thú?!
WINDOWS 8
Tá an iomarca rúdaí ag tarlú anseo. 
A thiarcais! Má chuirim méar as áit, 
aon áit, tarlaíonn Cogadh Domhanda 
ollmhór agus fágtar mé in áit nach rai-
bh mé ríamh. 
YOLO
Bhí “YOLO” mar chuid de roinnt 
rudaí amaideach le linn 2013. Bhí sé 
de bharr YOLO go bhfuair tú an-ólta 
an oíche sin, go bhfuair tú i dtrioblóid 
oll-mhór an lá sin agus an fáth nach 
bhfuil tú ag caint leis na daoine sin a 
thuilleadh.
SELENA GOMEZ
??? ?????????????? ???? ???? ????? ?? ???
anseo.
Tá Lá Mór á eagrú ag an feachtas ar 
an 15 de Feabhra
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Learning  
from  the  best
Ireland's  youth  crisis
Wizened old cynics by the time we hit 
30 – is that what the current crop of 
18-25-year-olds can look forward to 
becoming? Looking back at the last 
fortnight, surely no one could blame us.
Those in positions of power are set-
ting an ugly example for future gener-
ations, and that’s what has sustained 
our notorious political culture – the 
leaders by example.
It’s a sad state of affairs when we see 
charity organisations’ chiefs taking 
care of themselves (on €750K pen-
sions) rather than taking care of others.
The damage is plain to see. Lecturer 
Tom Clonan wrote in the Irish Times 
about his son’s year-long wait for a 
vital new wheelchair from the Central 
Remedial Clinic – it was heartbreak-
ing for them to hear that funds raised 
for the CRC were put towards the 
chief exec’s remuneration.
Tom also said it was heartbreaking 
for the CRC staff, an exceptional team 
that had worked miracles for his son.
In the aftermath of the revelations, 
though, the organisation as a whole 
had its name tarnished by the actions 
of those at its head, as is often the case. 
When Conor Pope took to the streets 
with a CRC collection bucket, very 
few donations were forthcoming. 
Most people had lost trust in the name.
The years between 18 and 25 are 
intellectually, culturally and socially 
formative. We establish opinions in 
that time; we have experiences that in-
form future decisions.
To be surrounded by the likes of the 
CRC story displays the example being 
set by the current crowd of ‘top dogs’ 
on this island. And we are surrounded.
Politicians that care little about 
young people, a banking inquiry to in-
vestigate why we’ll be paying off  na-
tional debt for years, and charities that 
misuse funds. There is only so much 
one can take before anger turns to dis-
trust, and exasperation to disaffection.
But, in the 1960s there was wide-
spread disaffection among Irish youth. 
In fact, there’s a lot in this issue that 
shows just how little has changed be-
tween then and now. 
The difference is, in previous years 
that disaffection had an outlet. It was 
vented into an active student move-
ment. It brought about some change.
We’re missing that these days; now 
disaffection festers. And when dis-
affection festers, what’s to stop this 
generation following the lead of its 
recent predecessors? Perhaps only a 
resistance to losing faith in the many, 
because of the example set by the few.
If this generation can’t hold itself to 
a higher standard than that shower, it 
will not lack role models on the dark-
er path of cynicism, betrayal and 'look 
out for Number One'. 
We're learning from the best in the 
business.
EDITORIAL
It's  time  for  the  Government  to  address  the  damage  done  to  this  generation,  writes  USI  vice-­
president  for  equality  and  citizenship,  Laura  Harmon
AL
MCCONNELL
EDITOR
Ireland has cheated this generation of young people. Every single day, our young people are being devalued. 
From condescending comments in 
the media about the unemployed 
youth and the expectation that we 
should work for free to the un-
der-resourcing in the area of youth 
mental health and the rising costs 
of college – it’s no wonder that 
many (who could afford to), have 
emigrated.
The economic crisis in Ireland has 
also left us with a youth crisis. 41.8 
percent of those aged 18-24 are at 
risk of poverty or social exclusion. 
Employment is up for over 35s in 
latest Quarterly National Household 
Survey, but it is actually down 6,000 
jobs in the under 35 category. There 
are 26 job applications for every job 
advertised.
???????????????????????????????????
cuts to Jobseeker’s Allowance for 
young people. The payment to new 
entrants aged 22-24 is reduced from 
€144 to €100 per week, and for 
those aged 25 the payment is reduced 
from €188 to €144 per week. 
Education is already prohibitively 
expensive for many. We have the 
second highest fees in Europe in 
the form of the student contribution 
fee, which is set to rise to €3,000 in 
2015. The student maintenance grant 
has been savaged in a succession of 
budgets. It costs on average €10,000 
per year for a family to send some-
one to college. Students and families 
are at breaking point.
The Government also announced 
in Budget 2014 that they would be 
introducing fees for all apprentices 
for the time they spend in Institutes 
of Technology. These will start at ap-
proximately €540 and will increase, 
depending on the apprenticeship and 
the time spent attending the Institutes 
during their off-the-job training on 
Phases 4 and 6. This will prohibit 
the participation of many on these 
courses.
The culture of working for free 
is on the increase. In Ireland, it is 
becoming more and more expected 
that young people need to ‘earn’ their 
place in the workforce by completing 
?????????????????????????????????
uates are being devalued every day 
and just recently we saw a JobBridge 
internship with a requirement that the 
applicant should have a PhD.
Job Bridge has lost all credibility. 
Three percent of employers admitted 
to using the scheme to displace exist-
ing paid employment. This amounts 
to around 300 employers yet to 
date, yet only 23 companies have 
been banned from using JobBridge. 
Why are the Government paying for 
companies to replace what would 
have been paying jobs with unpaid 
internships? Would this money not 
??????????????????????????????????????
skills instead or increasing the stu-
dent maintenance grant to encourage 
people to enter education? 
Schemes like JobBridge put down-ward pressure on wages and there 
are already problems in relation to 
this. Half of the workplaces inspect-
ed by the National Employment 
Rights Agency (NERA), between 
January and October 2012, for com-
pliance with the national minimum 
wage, were found to be paying under 
the €8.65 hourly rate. A JobBridge 
intern working an average working 
week of 40 hours (and we can see 
from the Indecon Report that many 
work longer hours) makes €3.75 per 
hour. 
Most jobs advertised are in urban 
areas. The recent welfare cuts do not 
take into account the geographical 
location in which people live or the 
costs associated with travelling to 
seek work or undertake an internship. 
According to the Daft (2013) 
rental report, renting a single room 
costs €433 in Dublin city centre, 
and €286 in Cork City Centre per 
month. If a young worker moves to 
Dublin city centre, and then becomes 
unemployed, €100 per week is not 
???????????????????????????????????
other assistance. 
the estimated €273 million required 
to implement it properly. But, even 
with the Youth Guarantee, we need 
to ensure that any internship schemes 
are closely monitored so it doesn’t 
turn into another JobBridge. 
Clear criteria need to be set out as 
to what skills can be exchanged to 
constitute an internship. Internships 
??????????????????????????????????????
and limits should be imposed as to 
how long an internship can last for 
and how many places a company can 
advertise.
Resources allocated to higher 
education are not merely public 
spending, but public investment with 
a historically guaranteed return. The 
????????????????????????????????????
Ireland and our economy in contin-
uing to prioritise higher education 
are unquestionable. I am in favour 
of an education system that is free 
at the point of entry, funded through 
progressive taxation.
The effects of the recession and ??????????????????????????????????
toll on everyone, including young 
people. In Budget 2015, the full 
€35m committed for investment in 
community mental health services 
should be allocated, along with the 
€15m balance of the underspend in 
Budget 2014, to a total of a €50m in-
vestment in these essential services.
Lastly, the Government needs 
follow the example of countries 
like Scotland by committing to 
introducing equality budgeting in 
Ireland. This will help Ireland move 
to a more conscientious approach to 
budgetary decisions and ensure that 
impact assessments are conducted 
to prevent cuts disproportionately 
affecting certain sections of society 
over others.
Unemployed young workers may 
need to move back to their native 
region, and search for work there. 
This can affect inter-regional mobil-
ity and contribute to social exclusion 
of young people. Furthermore, not 
all young people have families to 
move home to, or additional supports 
available, and emigration itself is 
expensive. It is not a viable option 
for everyone.
While there was a €14 million 
investment in the Youth Guarantee 
in Budget 2014, it falls far short of 
"Clear criteria 
need to be set out 
as to what skills 
can be exchanged 
to constitute an 
internship"
????? ??????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
WNL
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SERIES
It has been 23 years since I graduated from Cathal Brugha Street and I some-times wonder to myself in the 
words of the great Talking Heads 
song, ‘How did I get here?’
Don’t worry, I am not about to give 
you a  long and complicated answer 
to that question but I have certainly 
learnt some valuable lessons along 
the way which I hope will be of some 
??????????????????????????????????????
graduate… 
Positive Persistence Pays Off... 
This was the mantra my friends and I 
?????????????????????????????????????
nal year thesis, and I have continued 
to use it in my professional life.  
Over the last number of years, it 
??????????????????????????????????????
positive given the turmoil in the 
industry, but you can either view a 
situation and look for the issues, or 
seek out the solution. 
Being positively persistent makes 
????????????????????????????????????
ment this thought process as one of 
Ashford Castle’s Hallmarks: “The 
words ‘no’ and ‘can’t’ do not exist in 
our vocabulary. We think positively 
to try and resolve issues.”
Passion... You certainly need to be 
very passionate about this business, 
and I am constantly inspired by the 
enthusiasm and passion in some of 
the graduates leaving college today. 
In an era where there are easier jobs 
and more choices, the industry is still 
????????????????????????????????????
als. I encourage you to be passionate 
about food, beverage, cleanliness or 
selling. Whatever it is; have passion. 
If you are lucky enough to work in 
an industry that you are passionate 
about, it will be the most rewarding 
and energising experience of your 
career.
Hard Work... There is no substitute 
for hard work. This is a wonderful 
business to be part of but it does 
require consistent hard work. You 
need to be willing to work up from 
the bottom and put in long hours, 
especially in the early years. I have 
yet to meet a successful GM who has 
not been willing to work hard and 
also work smart.
Change is Good… The most ???????????????????????????????????
deal with in my career have revolved 
around change. The simple fact is 
people do not like change. Over 
the past few years I have had to 
implement pay cuts, redundancies, 
organisational changes and presided 
?????????????????????????????????????
years) and my simple formula when 
instigating change is:
1) Be Honest
2) Give the facts and reasons
3) Communicate clearly
4) Listen
5) Be Decisive
What I have also learned is that 
if this formula does not work, and 
people are still unwilling to  change, 
you will only have one option: “If 
you cannot change the people then 
change the people”.
Respect… One word that means so 
much. Respect all your staff all the 
time. At induction I will explain to 
new team members that I expect to 
be respected for the job I do and in 
equal measure each team member 
????????????????????????????????????
ual jobs they do regardless of what 
level of the organisation they belong 
to.
Continue to Learn… I have been in 
management for 23 years and I am 
constantly learning new things about 
the hospitality industry. You need to 
actively look for new trends in the 
business and also learn from every 
????????????????????????????????????
have been inspired by many people 
at all levels and I currently have the 
privilege of learning from the new 
owners of Ashford Castle, namely 
?????????????????????????????????
nation Hotels.
Course content does matter… I 
know this is going to sound funny, 
but believe me, your course content 
does matter. Remember this when 
you are in an accounting, marketing 
or human resources lecture, and 
you feel that they have no relevance 
to real life – they do! I still have 
my notes from college and I am 
amazed at how relevant they were to 
decisions I had to make in my later 
career.
???????????????????????????
tality… This is, or should be, the 
cornerstone of our industry. If you 
can encourage and resource a team 
to deliver genuine and generous 
hospitality on a consistent basis, you 
will be have a successful business 
model. What is really concerning is 
that due to economic pressures, and 
the fact that many hotels are run by 
Nama and banks, these principles 
have no place in many hotels today. 
???????????????????????????????????????
the quality of service and hospitality 
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Letters from a 
Successful DIT Graduate
Since  graduating  from  DIT’s  School  of  Hospitality  Management  and  Tourism,  Niall  
Rochford??????????????????????????? ??????? ???????????????????????????????????????
of  a  series  of  ‘Letters  from  a  Successful  DIT  Graduate’,  we  publish  his  thoughts  for  
students  heading  into  second  semester  and  towards  graduation
being delivered to our visitors.
??????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????
like nursing or social work. It is the 
most underused word in the business 
and we need to constantly remember 
that our guests pay large sums and 
travel long distances to stay with us. 
????? ?????????????????????????????????
Ireland and we have to care about 
their experience not just in our hotels 
but in our pubs, shops, towns and 
cities. It is a word I constantly use 
with my team.  
Balance… It is vital in both life and 
????????????????????????????????????
the negative impact of expecting 
too much for your team. It becomes 
counterproductive.  
All successful businesses have a 
balanced approach to sustainable 
???????????????????????? ???????????
developed during the boom years 
were over leveraged and as a result 
failed.  Lack of balance means lack 
of success!
Everyone has a journey to take and 
so far mine has been challenging, 
inspirational and always interesting. 
As you set off on yours, I would like 
to wish you every success in what I 
believe is the most rewarding career 
you can choose!
??????????
?? ????? ??? ???????? ???? ?????????
neurialism being shown by the youth 
of Ireland in their use of the social 
media recently.
The new trend in Neknominations 
youth  is likely to have more profound 
effect than most will think.
As well as providing entertainment 
to fellow youths, it displays Ireland's 
soft power.
???? ?????? ???????? ???? ?????????? ???
vestment potential by showing a 
generation au fait the uses of social 
?????? ?? ???????????????????????????
for industry.
It also further deepens our ties with 
Australia, where the Neknominations 
were conceived.
However, unlike Australia, Irish 
people have not welcomed this trend. 
???????????????????????????????????????
widespread disgust, unable to see the 
trend's commercial potential.
Irish political and administrative 
leaders should follow ex Australian 
??????????????????????????????????
ing this potential, himself necked a 
pint in support of this entrepreneurial 
potential
Yours etc.
John Kelly
Irish Chamber of Intentional Foreign 
Investment
Letter  to  the  Editor  –   New semester, new you.
Write for 
THE 
EDITION .
...or just tip us 
off to the scéal. 
Niall Rochford is the General Manager of Ashford Castle, Co. Mayo
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In  this  section,  The  Edition  looks  back  
to  simpler  times,  when  DIT  student  
politics  was  dominated  by  contribution  
charges  and  doubts  over  the  future  
of  the  SU  shop,  and  Irish  society  was  
mired  in  a  debate  about  abortion  and  
the  ordination  of  women...  wait...
Haughey was the 'better way'
Not conducive to education
'Unprecedented' protests
SU  shops  under  attack  in  the  80s
?
?
?
In February 1987, the DIT Bolton Street student union 
hired a billboard opposite the college to protest against 
the proposed closure of SU shops on three campuses. 
The billboard parodied a Fianna Fáil campaign slogan 
– 'THERE IS A BETTER WAY' – from the lead-up to election 
day on the 17th of that month.
In March 1987, Forum magazine reported that questions 
were being raised over the goods sold in SU shops, 
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????
College authorities were planning to place restrictions 
were to be placed on what the shops could sell, and 
pool tables and video games would be banned as they 
are 'not conducive to education'.
The college's actions were described as "heavy-
handed" by the then-student representative on the 
Vocational Education Committee, Aidan Kerins
Student involvement was described by the SU as 
'unprecedented' in the protests that followed the 
college's attempts to get rid of union shops.
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Men in skirts
The offer still stands
A bargain at £32 per year
Magazine  
miscellany
?
?
?
In May 1979, Patrica Roe put forward a compelling 
case against male preists in a letter to the editor of the 
eponymously titled Tom's Times (editor Tom Cooney), 
the magazine of the student union of the College of 
Marketing & Design.
When you put it like that...
Buried towards the back of the second issue of Parnell 
Press, in February 1983, were these scandalous leaked 
photos from a DIT staff party.
The editors, Nuala Redmond and Michael Nugent, 
???????? ?? ????? ????? ???? ?????? ??? ???? ?????? ?????? ???
hospital bills. That offer still stands...
??????????????????????????????????????????????????
with the student unions of the time. Under the new 
system, SUs lost some control of their allocated funds. 
The total amount of capitation money at the time was 
?????????????????????????? ???????????????????????????????
for a part-time student. Those were the days...
ERASMUS DIARIES
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After  a  shaky  start  in  Metz,  things  can  only  get  better
From  the  Eiffel  Tower  to  the  Arc  De  Triomphe,  the  Champs-­
Élysée,  to  an  emergency  room,  it’s  been  an  eventful  start
?????????????????????????????????????????????????????????? ????????????????
Has  crutch,  will  travel
PARIS, France –
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DARRAGH
MOWLDS
SHAUNA
IRWIN
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??????????????????????????????????????
I became very aware 
of the room full of 
students and my growing 
embarrassment. All the 
French I had learned over 
the last eight years seemed 
to have disappeared.
Darragh Mowlds pictured here in front of the Arc de Triomphe
Credit: Darragh Mowlds
Sightseeing in Metz, after buying a kettle
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Al  McConnell  joined  a  motley  
crowd  of  language  enthusiasts,  
friendly  foreigners  and  the  occasional  
shameless  prowler,  at  Language  
Exchange  Ireland.  
¿Viene aqui mucho?
Venez-vous ici souvent?
Kommst du heir oft?
Vieni spesso qui?
Do you come here often?
–  No, no, no, do we have to move 
on?...we’re still talking…it hasn’t 
been ten minutes, she can stay at my 
table, can the rest move around?
Now, the way Language Exchange 
Ireland works is somewhere between 
the traditional exchange, plus an add-
ed element of the speed dating sys-
tem. You don't pair up with a chosen 
gender or anything, but you switch 
tables every 10 minutes.
It works really well on the language 
side, but it means you move around 
on a human conveyor belt, the same 
people following the same people. 
And on this Thursday night, at the 
Turk’s Head, the woman ahead of me 
happened to be gorgeous.
So when I arrived at a table of lads, 
bearded, Guinness in hand, I felt like 
I was a huge disappointment to them. 
Fortunately, most people are there for 
the languages. But there’s the odd 
one, like yer man who’s essentially 
pleading that there is some way he 
can avoid talking to me, who’s there 
for the dates.
–  Everyone moves on, ten minutes at 
each table…says the organiser.
He’s gutted. So we’re off to a great 
start here.
To be honest, I enjoyed this. There 
were only two tables, one on Monday 
and one on Thursday, where I got the 
impression that the person wasn’t in-
terested in languages. But if anything 
it made me more friendly, over-the-
top almost…I’ll make you talk, you 
bastard…I want to practice Spanish…
 
–  Hola, buenas…. [nothing, just a 
nod of the head, which is pretty much 
the same in any language.]
???????????????????????????????????
ally. People from Madrid love talk-
ing about Madrid, I know that much. 
And he looks like he hasn’t slept in a 
week, so maybe nightlife would be a 
good topic…
–  Ah Madrid, lovely city, great night 
life…
That worked a little too well. The 
next ten minutes have him explaining 
how much he loves and pines for the 
nightlife of his home town. Dublin 
just doesn’t compare, apparently. I 
learned a few choice phrases.
We didn’t move on to English, 
?????????????????????????????????????
passable.
 
There aren’t many students here, 
which I wasn’t expecting. The organ-
iser, Brian Heavey, has been trying 
since starting the exchange nearly 
two years ago to get more students 
along, but it hasn’t quite happened.
“I’ve been trying very hard to get 
them here, contacting all the depart-
ment heads, all the lecturers,” he tells 
me.
“I go around DIT all the time put-
ting up posters, but the rate that post-
ers go up and down in every college, 
and with the students’ unions always 
ripping down anything that’s not ap-
???????????????????????
So the average age is somewhere 
around late-20s or early-30s. And 
it’s mostly men, at least on these two 
nights…somewhere around 70/30, 
I think. It could be that men are just 
much more interested in languages, 
but I don’t think that’s true.
“I’d say 80 percent of people are 
here for the languages,” Heavey tells 
me, with a laugh, “but we do get peo-
ple…well, we get all sorts of people. 
It’s a bit of fun.
“We get some people coming down 
to sign up and when we ask what lan-
guage they want to do, it’s just ‘what 
are you talking about languages?’…
grand, I’ll just put you down for 
Spanish…”
Heavey is undoubtedly passionate 
about languages, and at the age of 
24 has set up this event, plus a sis-
ter event in Rio de Janeiro, as well as 
Language2Go. All three have been a 
huge success.
Even though the nights are still cold 
and dark by 6pm, being January and 
all, the language exchange is cosy, 
and buzzing with conversation when 
everyone gets going. It feels later 
than it is; most people are having a 
few drinks during the exchange, and 
because they take place in a nightclub 
and a bar, it has a feeling of a night 
out, informal and social, rather than a 
language ‘event’.
People are in a good mood. Even 
when another Madrileño suggests to a 
woman from the Basque Country that 
the Spanish government has to res-
cue the ‘separatist’ regions time after 
time, that they can’t manage them-
??????????????????????????????????????????
of the shoulders, and a look that says 
‘that’s just, like, your opinion man...’.
There was only one other table 
where I got the cold shoulder based 
on my sex. This was on the Monday. 
I sat down at the next table in line, 
opposite a new face.
 
–   Hola, buenas, me llamo Alistair…
–  Hello, so where are you from and 
why do you want to learn Spanish?
He’s speaking very quickly, leaning 
far over the table, and tapping his leg 
like a piston, which seem to be tactics 
geared towards making time move 
faster, so he can be rid of me and on 
to the girl behind me in the queue…
–  Oh well, from Derry, in the North, 
and learned Spanish in Valencia, was 
there for a year teaching English 
there…and…
–  So you know Spain!
??? ??????????? ??? ?????????????? ???
planation of the similarities and dif-
ferences between Irish women and 
Spanish women. It involved a lot of 
hand gestures that made him look like 
he was carrying two watermelons in 
front of him.
–  So did you come here for the lan-
guages or the speed-dating?… I 
asked him.
–  Well… a bit of both.
 
???? ????? ????? ???????? ??? ?????????
????? ????? ??? ????????? ????????? ????
want to learn (Spanish, French, Chi-
nese, Portugese, Japanese, Italian, or 
German). I wasn’t too adventurous, 
and just opted for Spanish, but there’s 
no minimum standard required, just a 
willingness to give it a go.
The speed-dating element works 
well too, I thought. If Heavey could 
get a patent on that model he might be 
able to retire by 30.
There are some slightly surreal sides 
??????????????????????????????????????????
learn and practice a language. For 
Erasmus students, I’d imagine it’s a 
good way to get out in Dublin and 
meet a lot of new people. And you 
might even end up with a date…
 
Language Exchange Ireland takes 
place on Mondays at 6.30pm in dTwo 
on Harcourt Street, and on Thursdays 
in The Turk’s Head in Temple Bar. It’s 
€5 to sign up, and the nights gener-
ally last until 8.30pm, though most 
people seem to stay on afterwards. 
Go along willing to talk to all sorts, 
but the vast majority of them are very 
friendly. You’ll enjoy it.
We get some people 
down and when we 
ask what language 
they want to do, 
it's just 'what are 
you talking about 
languages?'... 
Grand, I'll just 
put you down for 
Spanish...
”  
“
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Al  McConnell  talks  to  former  DIT  student  
union  president,  Michael  Nugent,  about  the  
bizarre  Ireland  of  the  1980s  and  90s,  serial  
piss-­takery  along  with  Arthur  Matthews,  
his  serious  side  as  Chairperson  of  Atheist  
Ireland,  and  the  potential  return  of  his  hit  
play  ‘I,  Keano’.
I,  Micko
It’s usually only in Cork that Roy Keane and God come up in the same conversation. But when you’re talking to 
Michael Nugent, the co-writer of I, 
Keano and now the Chairperson of 
Atheist Ireland, the two deities are 
inescapable.
The hotel bar of the Gresham Hotel 
isn’t particularly loud, and we were 
placed right in the middle of it for the 
best part of two hours. On at least a 
few occasions, I’m certain there were 
some nearby questioning what the 
hell we were talking about, as story 
after story came and went.
Nugent was president of the student 
union in DIT’s college of marketing 
and design twice during the 1980s. 
He is most likely the only SU pres-
ident to have had a bodyguard – his 
vice-president Arthur Matthews 
(with whom, and Paul Woodfull, he 
has since created I, Keano and other 
works) saw his true role as protecting 
the president from assassination.
“We would go into meetings and Ar-
thur would walk ahead of me a few 
steps, one hand inside the chest of his 
jacket, looking up at ceilings to check 
for snipers.”
It nearly got them thrown out of a 
pub, when Matthews tackled Nugent 
(who had been squirted with ketchup) 
to the ground, shouting ‘THE PRESI-
DENT’S BEEN SHOT!
 Acting as the SU president gave ??????? ???? ?????? ???????? ????? ????
bizarre world of student politics.
When his college’s council refused 
to recognise him as president (fol-
??????? ???? ??????????? ??? ??? ????????
when the SU was refused their own), 
Nugent managed to get himself on 
the Vocational Education Committee 
(VEC) as a student rep, going over 
the heads of the council on to the 
???????????????????????????????????
???? ??? ?????? ????????? ???? ??? ????
agenda items was a motion from the 
college council to refuse to recognise 
me as president of the student union.
“So I was just completely taking the 
piss out of the whole thing. I kept re-
ferring to myself in the third person 
– saying things like: ‘Well, I’ve been 
talking to the president of the SU in 
the college of marketing and design, 
and he says…’”
Eventually, the stalemate had to be 
broken, and the college proposed that 
Nugent sign a declaration saying he 
will keep to the committee’s rules and 
regulations.
They asked, however, that the docu-
ment be signed and witnessed, as well 
as signed by his parents (he was 21 at 
the time) whose signature would also 
be witnessed.
“I brought that home to my parents 
(who had a great sense of humour, 
and hated dealing with this sort of 
stupid stuff), and I went to the next 
meeting of the VEC and said: ‘I’m 
happy to sign that, to stick to the 
rules, I’ve signed it here, witnessed 
by a priest’ (my uncle was a priest, so 
that took care of that)…but my prob-
lem is…I’ve tried everything, but I 
just can’t get my parents to sign it…
there’s nothing I can do…I just can’t 
control them!”
There was also a letter from 
Nugent’s parents. The CEO of the 
VEC, Liam Arundel, read it out to the 
room:
 
Dear Mr Arundel,
Thank you very much for your letter 
regarding the keeping of the commit-
tee’s rules and regulations. As we are 
not, and never have been, within the 
jurisdiction of these rules and regu-
lations, we see the signing of such a 
declaration as irrelevant.
Furthermore, we resent the infer-
ence that should we have decided to 
sign it, that it would be necessary 
to have this witnessed by a priest, a 
peace commissioner, a guard or a so-
licitor. We note that your signature on 
your letter to us was not accompanied 
by that of your parents, nor was it wit-
nessed by any of the above group of 
people.
We would appreciate if you would 
cease correspondence on this issue.
 
“They just went mental. Some of 
them were laughing, some were try-
ing to stop themselves laughing, and 
some were just furious about ‘this 
Nugent family trying to drive a coach 
and horses through the committee’s 
rules and regulations’. It turned into 
a real stalemate after that.”
 The VEC was also an introduction to Irish politics in general – many 
on the VEC at the time went on to 
become TDs and senior politicians. 
Looking back, it’s easy to see why a 
student thrown into that world went 
on to a career of satire and serial 
piss-takery.
“We used to have a meal before-
hand,” he tells me, “and there was an 
attendance book to sign at the start in 
order to get your expenses.
“There were a couple of people over 
the years who had mastered the art 
of arriving late, having the free meal 
while the meeting is starting, getting 
in just in time to sign the attendance 
book, and then leaving. So they were 
essentially getting paid for having a 
meal.”
Nugent recalls one incident in par-
ticular, involving Gay Mitchell (then 
a TD). Fine Gael was in power at the 
time, and there was a vote on fee in-
creases (which Fine Gael were sup-
porting) planned for the VEC meet-
ing.
The vote was nearly abandoned, 
however, after an outburst by Mitch-
ell that included calling two Fianna 
Fáil members (Tom Holt and Lauri 
Corcoran) “Fianna Fáil hacks”.
Nugent was a little surprised by it 
all, as were the others. The meeting 
came close to being called off when 
Mitchell refused to withdraw his 
statements, twice.
“The chairman tried to get him to 
withdraw the comments but he just 
kept going against the two Fianna Fáil 
members – HACK HACK HACK,” 
recalls Nugent.
Eventually, to avoid the meeting 
being abandoned, Mitchell left the 
room entirely. It was unfortunate, 
says Nugent, because he was looking 
wondering how Mitchell was going to 
vote on the fees issue. In the end, a 
10 percent increase was settled upon, 
which went against the 20 percent in-
crease the Fine Gael/Labour coalition 
had pushed for (and the “Fianna Fáil 
hacks” story made the front page of 
the Independent – see opposite).
It all goes some way toward ex-
plaining the irreverence that has de-
???????????????????????????????????
he certainly does take some things 
very seriously, he hasn’t shied away 
from setting his sights on some very 
prominent targets. And in Ireland in 
the ‘80s and ‘90s, there was no short-
age of these.
 In the late ‘80s, Nugent and Mat-thews founded a piss-take organi-
sation called the Co-ordinated Com-
mittee for Christianity in Politics 
(with the conspicuous initials CCCP). 
They wrote letters to bishops and pol-
iticians, asking them to save Ireland 
from ‘the evils of secularism’, among 
other things.
“At the time there was a group 
called the Christian Principles Party, 
whose slogan was ‘Jobs for Youth – 
Not Condoms’. And this was a seri-
ous organisation.
“Our slogan was: ‘Jobs Not Con-
doms, Faith Not Sodomy’. We 
brought out a newsletter called ‘Ma-
jority Ethos’ that we distributed 
???????????????????????????????????????
as if it was a serious church docu-
ment.”
Nugent wrote under the pseudo-
nym Glionn MacTíre – pigeon Irish 
for Glynn Wolfe, a real person who 
at the time was in the Guinness Book 
of World Records for being the most 
divorced man in the world.
“We wrote to all sorts, looking for 
support for this campaign. We would 
complain about RTÉ showing Wim-
bledon during the summer, without 
warning viewers about the high rate 
of lesbianism involved. The maddest 
things we could think of, that we 
thought some people might take se-
The chairman 
tried to get him 
to withdraw 
the comments, 
but he just kept 
going... HACK 
HACK HACK
”  
“
Michael Nugent, expert spoofer; (Below left) editorial photo in DIT student 
magazine Parnell Press, published in February 1983; (Below right) Arthur 
Matthews in his DIT days as Nugent's vice-president and bodyguard
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We have thought 
about it, and 
we had a brief 
chat. I think it's 
possible.
– Nugent on the 
potential return 
of I, Keano
”  
“
riously.”
And serious replies began to come 
in, too. Seán Doherty contacted ‘Ma-
jority Ethos’ wanting to know who 
else in the Oireachtas was involved 
(as Nugent points out, this was after 
Doherty had ‘found God’, following 
his various corruptions).
The Archbishop of Dublin also re-
plied, suggesting he put the group in 
contact with other organisations, such 
as the Knights of Columbanus, whom 
he thought might be helpful and share 
their ideas.
The Christian Principles Party also 
???????????????????????? ??????????-
al CCCP, who, after reviewing the 
Party’s documentation, informed its 
leaders that they could not endorse 
their campaigning, due to “their no 
doubt unintentional drift into liberal-
ism”.
“For example,” Majority Ethos sug-
gested, “your call for tax-breaks for 
the stay-at-home wife. This kind of 
careless language creates the impres-
sion that there are wives who do not 
stay at home. Furthermore, one of 
your candidates appears to be a wom-
an – who will mind her children if she 
is elected? Have you fully considered 
the theological implications of this?”
It’s no mean feat to fathom any con-
????? ????? ?????? ????????? ???? ?????-
tian Principles Party, now the Chris-
tian Solidarity Party, on the Catholic 
Right.
 Their spoof letter-writing tactics continued, and Nugent went on to 
write Dear John – The John Mackay 
Letters with Sam Smyth, including 
letters to Taoiseach Albert Reynolds 
in the early ‘90s.
“This shows you what Ireland was 
like at the time,” Nugent says. I make 
sure the recorder is still on, and settle 
back into my seat.
“I wrote to Reynolds, who owned 
a pet food business at the time, say-
ing that I was having trouble with my 
dog. He was refusing to eat unless it 
was off a dinner plate, and I wanted 
Reynolds to check with the Industrial 
Development Authority (IDA) about 
the feasibility of manufacturing dog 
bowls that were designed as dinner 
plates.”
As if it needs any explanation of just 
how mad this idea was, Nugent points 
out that dogs would make a complete 
mess if they tried to eat off a dinner 
plate, and, of course, a dog bowl de-
signed as a dinner plate, is just a din-
ner plate.
Which makes it all the more lunatic 
that this idea actually progressed.
“I have no idea whether Reynolds 
ever did pass it on to the IDA, but he 
did write back saying he would, so 
we wrote to its head: ‘No doubt you 
have on your desk a letter from Albert 
Reynolds concerning the manufacture 
of dog bowls modelled as plexi-glass 
middle-patterned dinner plates.’”
The letter was closed as follows:
I would like to stress that I do not 
????? ???? ?????????? ?????????? ??????
with which Albert and I correspond 
?????????????????????????????????????
This particular series of letters con-
tinued on for about a dozen separate 
back-and-forths, over six months, 
between Nugent, Reynolds, the IDA, 
An Bord Tráchtála, and various other 
government bodies.
“They were all advancing this crazy 
project. When anyone got back to us, 
we would respond immediately tell-
ing them that we had informed Reyn-
olds that they would be taking care of 
????????????????????????????
“Whether they all thought we were 
crazy or not, they were still advancing 
this project because Reynolds was in-
volved in it.
“We got one letter asking us not to 
do any further work on it, until they 
checked whether we would qualify 
for a feasibility study grant.”
 The letter-writing continued fur-ther, another Taoiseach this time 
coming into the Nugent/Matthews 
crosshairs.
“We wrote to Haughey as well, 
asking him to come back to us, that 
Ireland needed him to rescue us from 
the visionless pet food manufacturer 
who had succeeded him,” he tells me, 
laughing as he looks back on it.
“We really played up to Haughey’s 
pride and vanity – ‘not only are you a 
political Houdini, but you are a mod-
ern Irish Cú Chulainn, and you owe it 
to the nation’ and so on, all that sort 
of shite.
“‘In addition, we have some friends 
with a not inconsiderable sum of 
money to plough into such a worthy 
venture.’”
Haughey wrote back. He thought 
it would be “useful” if they were to 
meet to discuss this.
???? ???? ???????? ????? ???????? ??-
tional) read over this response, and 
Nugent remembers they could not get 
over what size of an ego would be re-
quired to be taken in by such a spoof.
“But of course,” he tells me, “after 
all the stories came out about him lat-
er, he was clearly just thinking there 
was someone with a load of money, 
so he’d meet him.”
So, as Nugent says, that was Ireland.
 
In recent years, the Nugent/Mat-
thews partnership made the headlines 
with their hit play I, Keano, written 
along with Paul Woodfull, about the 
Roy Keane debacle in Saipan, during 
the 2002 World Cup.
‘He came, he saw, he went home’ 
was the famous tag-line. And there is 
the possibility of a return.
“We have thought about it, and we 
had a brief chat,” says Nugent. “I 
think it’s possible, whether we re-
write it or just bring it back with some 
updates, a few things about the new 
management team and so on.”
The return of Keane to the Ireland 
set-up, along with Martin O’Neill (a 
fellow student of the larger-than-life 
Brian Clough) has brought the Sai-
pan saga back to the public mind, and 
opened up the possibility of a return 
for ‘Keano’, ‘McCartacus’, ‘Quinnus’ 
and ‘Dunphia’ (the wood nymph).
The play was a huge success, but 
one that Nugent plays down some-
what.
“I really do think it wrote itself,” he 
?????? ????? ???? ????? ???? ???? ???????
sold out before anyone had seen it, so 
even if it had been shite, it would still 
have been a success.”
Nugent and Matthews describe the 
Saipan story as “our generation’s civil 
war – everybody had an opinion on 
it, and everyone had an unbreakable 
position on it.”
The whole story was never surpris-
ing to them, however. As two serious 
football fans – both have applied for 
a number of managerial positions, in-
cluding Man Utd and the Ireland job 
on several occasions – they were well 
aware of the incompetence and scan-
dal that has followed the FAI around 
over the years, so turning up to a 
world cup, staying on an island with 
no pitch, and forgetting the footballs 
came as no shock.
“All we really did was follow the 
storyline, make it marginally silli-
er than it really was, and put people 
into togas,” Nugent explains. “Once 
you have the melodrama of the Ro-
mans going to war, you can almost 
under-play it. Ordinary conversations 
just become funnier.
“It’s like what Arthur and Graham 
[Linehan] say about Father Ted – you 
can take any characteristic or any 
scene, and if you dress someone as a 
priest it just becomes inherently fun-
ny.”
A big part of the success, Nugent 
thinks, was that the real characters 
are genuinely funny people (includ-
ing Keano).
“There was one story when Keane 
came to see the show. He was back-
stage afterwards meeting the cast and 
chatting to them, and the guy playing 
Quinnus was a big Man Utd fan and 
was really keen to get his autograph.
“He had gone to his dressing room 
to get Keane’s autobiography, and 
was running backstage so he didn’t 
miss him. And he literally ran into 
Roy Keane – ‘Jesus!’, he said, and 
Keane just nodded back to him and 
said, ‘Quinnus’.”
Whether I, Keano will indeed make 
a comeback is still unclear, though 
Nugent seems eager to give the come-
dic side of his personality an air out in 
the next while.
“I go through phases of doing seri-
ous stuff and silly stuff, and I haven’t 
really done anything silly for a good 
while…”
 
Michael Nugent is now the Chair?
???????????????????????????????????????
issue of The Edition we will print Part 
???? ??? ????? ??????????? ??? ???????? ???
????????? ???? ?????????? ???????? ????
?????????????
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Left: "Fianna 
Fáil hacks" 
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copy of an 
'84 Indo front 
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describing 
Gay Mitchell's 
outburst at a 
VEC meeting
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Travels  in  
Rwanda
Day  One:  
Revisiting  the  genocide  with  
John  Bosco  and  ChristineH
ow do you remember an atrocity, 
so as to ensure the acts are not re-
peated, without trapping a country or 
a population with painful memories 
of the past?
It’s a question most countries in the 
world have had to deal with at some 
point in their history, but there is nev-
er a clear-cut answer. Daniel Groody, 
of Notre Dame University, is creating 
a project on the struggle of good and 
evil, death and resurrection, with a 
view to forming a module on the topic 
at his Indiana college.
Between the 12th and 23rd of De-
cember, Father Alan Hilliard travelled 
around Rwanda with a group of 12 
individuals, as part of Groody’s re-
search. 
Along with Hilliard were a wom-
en’s rights activist, a South American 
???????????????????????????????????????
lawyer, a religious sister, and a hus-
band and wife who had stayed in Ho-
tel Rwanda during the genocide.
“There’s no doubt about it – and 
even now I feel slightly nauseous 
???????? ????? ??? ??? ?? ????? ???? ??????
communicate the smell of death,” 
Hilliard told The Edition.
‘Genocide museums’ are common 
throughout Rwanda, but their title 
may be somewhat misleading. As 
Hilliard explained, many of these 
museums, or memorials, involve un-
touched murder scenes in everyday 
locations, from school classrooms 
???????????????????????????????????????
bles, to family homes that have the 
blood-stained clothing of a murdered 
mother and sister left on view.
“It seems to be a government policy 
of maintaining many scenes of gen-
ocide, as a way of remembering the 
atrocities and reminding citizens of 
why they must follow certain policies 
nowadays,” said Hilliard.
??????? ?????????????????????????????????
????? ???? ?????? ??? ?????? ?????? ?????
these people must be buried. But, 
how do you hold on to the horror that 
John, senior researcher in the 
newly established Commis-
sion for the Fight Against 
Genocide, gave us a two-hour 
presentation. 
???????????????????????????
view of the history of Rwan-
da. There is no doubt that the 
colonial legacy contributed 
greatly to the genocide that 
this country experienced in 
1994, when up to one million 
people were murdered in a 
most callous fashion. Most 
????????????????????????
people wielding machetes; 
women were raped and those 
showed any compassion were 
murdered as collaborators.
The social engineering, 
which set people against one 
another, may not have been 
intended to have the effect it 
had. However, the classical 
colonist approach of ‘divide 
and conquer’ was employed 
in Rwanda and it contributed 
greatly to the genocide. 
Groups who lived peaceful-
ly alongside one another for 
many centuries were now at 
odds.
??????????????????????????
???????????????????????????
and a little from John’s own 
story. The genocide is never 
far from the surface here. 
John explained that he was 
studying in Geneva when the 
genocide started. His mother, 
father, two brothers and two 
????????????? ??????????????
????????????????????????
little emotion; he was merely 
sharing his own story. 
A number of years later he 
????????????????????????????????
his family. In Ireland there are 
many reports from families 
?????????????????????????????
of their relatives who were 
???????????????????????????
reports are that the remains 
?????????????????????????????
able thing about John is that 
he located the remains of his 
family within days. 
Having received the infor-
mation he set out one morning 
?????????????????????????
???????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????
One lady was able to tell him 
exactly where his mother was 
buried, Standing in the lady’s 
????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????
spot?’ 
??????????????????????????
was here when it happened,” 
came her reply. 
His mother had come to their 
????????????????????????????
water, having been in hiding 
for days on end. 
“Where is your husband 
??????????????????
“In the Congo I believe, but 
to be honest I don’t exactly 
???????
????? ????????????????????
?????????????????????????
another country. She is one of 
the many widows on the Hutu 
side.
The genocide was a well-or-
chestrated event. It was not 
a sporadic bout of madness, 
?????????????????? ???????????
terrorised local areas as they 
sought to wipe out the Tutsi 
population of Rwanda. The 
event was in the planning for 
at least four years. The history 
of this ethnic cleansing is not 
something that was born in 
?????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????
for reasons of race was on the 
25th of July 1959.
There is a lot more to say; 
a lot of conversations had 
????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????
a couple called John Bosco 
and his wife Christine. Along 
with a team sponsored by 
Notre Dame University, we 
are journeying with them 
????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????
genocide. 
They are an amazing couple 
whose love for one another is 
beyond question. They were 
engaged to be married just 
before the genocide. When 
?????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????
to protect his future wife.
My luggage was lost in 
transit. I didn’t loose the 
head over it. I just thought of 
some of the stories from the 
genocide that I am familiar 
????????????????????????????
lost a lot more than a few 
possessions. 
My little mishap reinforces 
one certainty; these amazing 
people have a lot to teach us 
‘westerns’.
people can do to one another, in a way 
that propels people not to do the same 
things again? Ethically and morally, it 
raises a lot of questions. But the one 
thing I didn’t want to do was judge 
anything. I’m not saying it’s the right 
way to do it, or the wrong way to do 
it; it is the way they are doing it.”
The group stayed in Kigali initially, 
before travelling into the countryside, 
to the east and south of the country – 
where a lot of the people with whom 
they were travelling had family – and 
visited many villages in which groups 
of people had been wiped out.
When the genocide was over, and 
the country had to begin its recovery, 
in many of these villages people be-
came neighbours to those who had 
murdered their family. 
“How do you live together again af-
??????????????????????????
“There is something in the African 
spirit,” he posed. “We in the West get 
?????? ??? ???? ?????????? ???????? ??? ????
????????????????????????????????????
???? ???? ???????? ??????? ?????? ??? ?????
more at ‘we’. I cannot live well unless 
you live well; that seems to be in their 
genes to some extent.”
The rebuilding of communities, in-
cluding relationships between fam-
ilies and the physical rebuilding of 
houses and entire villages, continues 
in Rwanda. 
?????????? ??????????????????????????
velop a strong economy, encouraging 
businesses to set up within its bor-
ders, and bringing in many policies 
to attract tourism. There are no plastic 
bags permitted within the country, for 
example, as they could harm the wild-
life, a major attraction for tourists.
As Hilliard says, Rwanda is on the 
road to recovery, though with a last-
????????? ???? ???????? ??? ????? ????
ocide.
“It’s one of the most beautiful coun-
tries in the world, and with some of 
the most beautiful people. But there’s 
a great sadness in it.”
Al McConnell
Bolton  Street  Chaplain  Alan  Hilliard  
travelled  to  Rwanda  in  December  to  visit  
a  country  in  recovery,  20  years  on  from  
genocide.  We  publish  two  extracts  from  
his  blog,  written  in  the  evenings  and  early  
mornings  as  he  travelled  around  the  central  
African  nation,  with  an  introductory  article.
John Bosco, Christine and Felicien in front of The Swiss Village. The gulleys in the building behind 
show where John Bosco hid with his sister in 1994.
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Day  Four:  
One  day  
in  April
On the outskirts of Kigali there is a Technical College, which 
provides technical and vocational 
education to many young Rwandan 
adults. This school was formerly 
known as the John Bosco School. On 
the 11th of April, 1994, 3,000 people 
who took refuge in the school were 
massacred.
People made their way to the 
school to seek protection. The UN 
peace-keeping force kept guard at the 
gates of the college from the outset 
of the genocide giving those inside 
a place of certain refuge from the 
surrounding slaughter. The militia 
had surrounded the area but the UN 
presence kept harm at bay.
On that fateful day, the 11th of 
April, the UN guard reported that 
they were standing down; accord-
???????????????????????????????????
were recalled. They left the school 
and headed straight to the airport. 
Someone somewhere decided that 
the UN no longer had a role to play, 
and people were left to the mercy of 
the madness.
The Commander of the forces, 
General Dallaire, was convinced that 
a team of 5,000 troops would keep 
order on the streets. The cable he 
sent to the UN was ignored. He had 
reported to those in command that 
‘something big’ was about happen. 
He knew of the distribution of arms 
and was told that the militia had been 
trained to kill 1,000 people in 20 
????????????
Obviously vested interests won 
out and Dallaire’s efforts were all in 
vain. The Rwandan people were nev-
er important in this outbreak. There 
is evidence to show that French 
soldiers trained the militia and other 
information reveals that President 
Mitterrand’s son was an arms dealer. 
When the genocide had come to an 
end, President Mitterrand was report-
ed to have said, by the newspaper 
Le Figaro, that “in such countries 
genocide is not too important”.
Many of the people in the John Bosco school lay down in front 
on the UN trucks pleading with them 
???????????????????????????????????????
the air and made their way straight to 
the airport.
Then the slaughter began. People 
had been in the compound for four 
days at this stage; most were hungry 
and tired. For some strange reason 
the army commander put out the 
order that the people were not to be 
killed on the site. They were to be 
‘rounded up’. Those who worked 
????????????????????????????????????
who had Hutu identity cards, were 
put to one side; the rest were ordered 
to march up a hill to a new location. 
Any that stumbled were shot or 
clubbed to death. Military jeeps kept 
the 3,000 people together as they 
made their way to a new location.
 Today I met one who survived this tragedy. Out of the 3,000, there 
were only 100 survivors. Of those, 
only 20 did not suffer a permanent 
disability.
The soldiers started by throwing 
grenades into the crowd and then 
opened up with ammunition. When 
they had run out of that, they invited 
the militia to make sure everyone 
was dead; they did so with the 
aid of clubs, spears and machet-
es. (Interestingly, the guide at the 
museum earlier today told us that the 
government have just only recently 
?????????????????????????????????????
for these machetes, close on twenty 
years later).
The lady that spoke to us today 
told of a militia man standing on 
her chest and searching her pockets 
while she pretended to be dead. At 
another stage, she was struck on the 
head three times with a hammer – 
again, she feigned death.
She heard her husband calling 
from the heap of bodies but could 
not move from the spot where she 
lay. She listened as babies cried and 
listened still as those babies cries 
died away during the long night that 
followed.
At one sage in the night she tended 
to a young child who wandered by. 
She motioned to him and the child 
asked to be held; she asked to be 
held as she had watched her parents 
and siblings fall dead beside her: 
‘please hold me’.
When morning came some survi-vors tried to get away, but the 
militia shot them down. Again the 
militia rounded on the bodies; one 
took her by the hair and shook her, 
looking for money in her pockets, 
but she managed to remain lifeless 
convincing the assailant she was 
dead.
It was the arrival of the Rwandan 
Patriotic Front that changed the cir-
cumstances and saved the day. There 
were advancing to capture a nearby 
hill. They could not offer much in 
terms of food or medicine but they 
offered a chance to live.
The lady told us what it is like to 
be a survivor of such a tragedy; so 
powerful was her testament that we 
didn’t get to hear it… the translator 
broke down in tears as she shared her 
story; he just let her continue as his 
???????????????????????????????
Some things were heard though. 
The fact is that as a survivor you feel 
you are constantly ‘cheating with 
life’; you act normal but you are far 
from normal. Healing doesn’t hap-
pen; the pain is always there. It took 
ten years to even consider praying 
and thinking about God… God’s 
presence was notable by its absence.
These people were let down. The 
wars of other countries were fought 
on their soil and at their expense. The 
country is doing well now. Economic 
activity is encouraged but you do not 
??????????????????????????????????
that most people are still afraid.
They are afraid of what they saw 
and witnessed during the genocide; 
they are afraid of it because it still 
incites fear in them. They are condi-
tioned to be afraid; the heavy pres-
ence of military and police is more 
about security than peace keeping. 
They are particularly afraid because 
they know they are on their own.
Those charged with a duty of care 
turned on them in a manner most 
foul and savage. The international 
community refused to be there for 
them when they were needed, and 
those among the UN forces that did 
want to help were overruled by a bu-
reaucrat placed under political duress 
at a desk in New York.
The Church was silent before, dur-
ing and after; it is a church that wants 
?????????????????????????????????????????
a church that has lived in the shadow 
of others and has never been brave 
enough to stand in the light.
The seven-year-old child who 
needed to be held is now a man and 
is presently studying in University.
(Above) A memorial garden now stands where the 3,000 were 
murdered; (Left) A view of Kigali, taken from the Milles Collines Hotel 
(formerly Hotel Rwanda)
Out of the 3,000, 
there were only 
100 survivors. 
Of those, only 
20 did not suffer 
permanent 
disability
”  
“
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There’s no greater fear than slowly tipping over the precipice, or in my par-ticular case, falling off a 
bike. Time slowed and the horizon 
slipped from beneath me as I swung 
??????????? ????????? ????? ??? ????????
salmon. By the end of my journey 
toward the concrete I resembled 
a piece of art that belonged in the 
MET, my bike and body had eloped 
with another as we crashed to-
gether. ‘If only they still played on 
grass,’ I thought to myself as one of 
the lads, who had un-knotted him-
self from the collision, offered me a 
large padded hand.
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A  day  on  the  hardcourt
Eoghan  Regan  joined  in  a  
meticulous  ballet  of  body  movement  
on  Dublin's  Bike  Polo  scene
Photo: David Greene
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Dry  January,  wet  year
As we shifted hesitantly through the Rotunda, past bulging wom-
en with anxiously pale companions 
and bemused medical professionals, 
William and I indulged in our typical 
exam post-mortem. 
Early exam fears had by now turned 
to a lethargic acceptance. I must admit 
????????????????????????????????????????
this apathy that my thirst for alcohol 
soars. 
My mother always didactically 
warned me as a child that life's an-
swers would never be found at the 
bottom of a glass. Rather encourag-
ingly, I tend to reach for the pint in 
search of comfort and not self-actu-
alisation. 
If alcohol provided answers, I would 
have consulted it during my exam.
"Fancy a pint?" I asked as we stood 
outside. Such a question I considered 
to be rhetorical in nature. It was one 
of those iconic Irish questions that 
did not warrant an answer, but rather 
a nod or gesture towards the nearest 
pub. My suggestion was met with 
quite an uncharacteristic response.
"I'm off the beer for January," my 
friend proclaimed, dejectedly. 
It must be programmed into the Irish 
collegiate psyche to react with abhor-
rence towards such a seemingly ridic-
ulous statement.
My head retreated, my jaw dropped 
and my stare tightened as I instantly 
assumed that this particular friend 
would, quite bluntly put, be an insuf-
ferable bore for the next four weeks. 
I felt like slapping him in the face, 
grabbing his shoulders and telling 
him to compose himself. 
"Why don't talk we about this over 
a beer?" I said, shepherding him to-
wards O'Connell Street. My efforts 
were resisted, needless to say.
I asked why, implying in jest that 
the ‘other half’ was somehow respon-
sible. It being January, the month 
??? ???????????? ????????????? ?? ????????
health was a motivational factor also. 
I was wrong. Although recognising 
???? ???????? ???????? ?????????? ?????
claimed it was designed as a test of 
will-power. 
It was an admirable quest, but, con-
sidering the unavoidable link between 
alcohol and student socialising,  I 
thought it one that would prove cost-
ly.
A??????? ??? ??????? ?????????? ???student life. Where would the 
student social experience be if we all 
followed William's example? I won-
dered. 
For many, inhibitions and complex-
es are dissolved by its consumption, 
giving birth to traits that would never 
have been witnessed without it. 
Phenomena such as the euphoric 
Avicii head-shake, infectiously wide 
smile, contagious wit and  unstoppa-
ble honesty would never materialise 
in its absence. Many of the perplex-
ing and interesting characters that 
help enliven our college life story 
are borne out of alcohol consumption 
also.
There's the normally composed girl. 
She hunches over in a semi-conscious 
state, staring lovingly droopy-eyed 
into your face with only a few seem-
ingly unmovable strands of hair sep-
arating the two of you. Then there's 
that once vertical and strapping lad; 
he parades his limp drunken bicep 
around your shoulder space as if the 
previous months of painstaking effort 
to achieve muscular stiffness were in 
vain. 
These are all the unique qualities of 
the alcohol-fuelled  student socialis-
ing that, rightly or wrongly, we en-
dorse and revel in. It's hard to imagine 
a night out without them. I can see a 
month of Mi-Wadi and Monopoly if 
we all followed my friend's example.
Abstaining from drinking is a bold and brave move for 
my friend. He risks being socially 
shunned for the month. Indeed, that 
may be through his own choice, look-
ing to dodge both ‘beer pressure’ and 
temptation by simply avoiding social 
situations. 
???????????????????????????????????
porary exodus though, aside from 
the obvious regarding health. I guess 
he will enjoy a period of heightened 
photo-genesis wherein pictures no 
longer depict beer-stained clothes, 
?????????????????????????????????????
ly reddened skin. There will be no 
hangovers or embarrassing stories to 
remember (or at least attempt to par-
tially recollect).
Now nearing the end of his period 
of abstinence, I can see the tortuous 
thirst in my friend’s eyes. I often tease 
him, half-suggesting we go for a pint 
before stopping myself from actu-
ally saying it aloud. He clenches his 
??????????????????????????????????????
which would have been violently ex-
pressed on my face if it weren't for 
our friendship. 
I wonder if many students under-
take such a challenge, and if so, how 
successful they are at maintaining it. 
???????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????????
?????????? ????? ???? ????????????? ?????
the 1st of February, Dry January will 
??????? ?????? ??? ????? ????? ??????????
cance. You'll forget why you even 
bothered with such an undertaking, 
fondly looking forward to the next 
eleven months. Pint in hand, you'll 
begin slowly reawakening the part of 
your liver that curses your social life 
with every gulp.
???????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????????
for  the  liver  when  it  comes  to  Irish  students
CIARÁN
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Quick  Guide:  Superfoods Anne-Marie Donelan
??????????????Green  Tea Spinach ????????????????? Lean  meat
Cheap, easy to prepare in a variety 
of ways, and just over 155 calories 
in a boiled egg. Packed not just with 
protein but also vitamin A, potassium 
and many B vitamins including folic 
acid. Try replacing sugary cereals for 
breakfast with an oval goody.
Not only is it an excellent alternative 
to regular tea or coffee which is high 
in caffeine, it also comes in a variety 
?????????????????????????????????????
prevention of tooth decay, fat burning, 
improved brain functioning and even 
reducing the risk of developing cancer. 
Low in calories, high energy and 
????????????????????????????????????
which act as anti oxidants, this 
vegetable an amazing addition to the 
diet of anyone attempting to de-tox 
themselves after a heavy Christmas 
of booze and treats.
An excellent addition to your diet 
when attempting to recover and 
restore the shape you were in prior 
to the festive indulgence. It aids 
the digestive system, builds up the 
??????????????????????????????????
can help with weight loss.
As opposed to fatty meat which, 
although containing protein, is also 
full of cholesterol and saturated fat.  
As well as building muscle mass, 
lean meats like skin-less poultry 
and round steak can improve and 
maintain the shine in hair and nails.
The consequences of prohibition in 1920s America, and a month off the beer in 2014
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Five  Snapchats  you've  
???????????????????
????????
Next time someone scoffs at your 
?????????????????????????????????????
???? ?????? ????? ????????? ????? ????
??????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????????
???? ?? ?????? ????? ????????? ???? ??????????
?????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????
The Public Transport Snap
?????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????
??? ??????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????
???????? ?? ???????? ???????????
????????? ????? ??????????????
???????????????????????????
??????????? ?????????? ??? ????
???????? ??????
The What Am I Doing With 
My Life Snap
????????????????????????????
???? ??????? ??? ????? ???? ??? ???
???????? ????? ????? ???? ?????
???????? ??? ?? ?????? ????? ????
???? ???????????? ?????????? ???
??????????????????????????????
??????? ???? ??????? ???????? ????
?????????? ????? ????? ?????????
???????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????
??????? ????? ???????? ???? ???
??? ????????? ????? ??????????
????? ?????????????????
The How Did My Pet Get Hold of My 
Phone Snap 
??????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????
???????? ???????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????? ???
?????????????????????????????????????
The Unsolicited Naked Snap
??? ???????? ?????? ?????????
?????? ??? ?????? ???????????
???????? ?? ?????? ???????? ???
???? ????????? ??? ?????? ??????
????? ???????? ?????? ???? ?????
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????????? ???? ???????? ??????? ??? ???
?????????? ??? ??????? ???????? ?????? ????
???????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????
Hannah Popham
LIFESTYLE EDITOR
OPINION
Homophobia:  an  ugly  scar  on  the  beautiful  game
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LAYDE
It is hard to imagine 
any other profession 
in which reading 
the Guardian and 
attending university 
are seen as indicative 
of homosexuality
Brian Clough and Robbie Fowler, guilty of overt homophobia in previous years
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????????? ??????????????? ??? ???? ????
?????????????????????????????????????
??????? ??????? ???? ???????? ?????????
????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????? ?????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????? ????????????????
???????????
????????? ????? ?????? ???? ??????
??? ???????? ????????? ???? ???????? ???
???????? ????? ??????? ????????????
??????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????? ????????
??????????????????????????????????????
The Busy Working Hard Snap
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DIT's  Operation  
Transformation
OT  Diary:  Week  One
The  infectious  spread  of  home  STI  tests
Last year, a survey by Aviva Health 
Insurance found that a shocking 70 
percent of people in Ireland have 
never been tested for a sexually 
transmitted infection. 
Add this worrying statistic to those 
who were. 12,000 people were di-
agnosed with an STI last year and it 
is suddenly worth considering why 
these numbers who remain untested 
are so high. 
When The Edition investigated STI 
testing amongst students last semes-
ter, it found reports of considerable 
stigma experienced by students not 
only with peers but also with mem-
bers of the medical community. 
It has now been six months since 
the Irish Family Planning Asso-
ciation collaborated with Lloyd’s 
Online Doctor to offer patients a 
postal STI test at a cost of €50, or a 
more advanced version for €75. As 
tests can cost up to €125 with most 
GPs, this was a step toward offering 
affordable testing for anyone who 
lives in a rural area, does not have 
time to take off work or who simply 
is not a fan of doctors or hospitals. 
The results from the test, which 
involves sending a urine sample or a 
vaginal swab to their labs, are then 
sent on by email. Unfortunately, the 
€50 pack only offered testing against 
chlamydia and gonorrhoea, two of 
the more common infections, with 
the €75 test including HIV. 
However, another company called 
????????????????????????????????
STI tests which test for ten sexually 
transmitted infections costing £85, a 
price tag that may not be particularly 
competitive for students. 
Neither of the kits address the 
problem that if your test does not 
?????????????????????????????????????
you will get a prescription for its 
necessary remedy. 
This may, in fact, not be the only 
problem associated with these home 
testing kits. A study published in 
2006 in the Journal of Sexually 
???????????????????????????????????
these tests may not be as accurate as 
tests using samples taken by doctors. 
Rosanna Peeling from the London 
School of Hygiene and Tropical 
Medicine warned: "This trend in STI 
testing and the lack of regulatory con-
trol should raise considerable concern 
over the potential for false-positive or 
false-negative results."
Although the increase and access 
to availability of STI screening can 
???????????????????????????????????
the high proportion of sexually active 
people in Ireland who have never 
been tested, they may also need to be 
used with caution. 
As the STI testing offered in DIT 
comes at a far lower price of €20 
and covers all STIs rather than a 
select two or three, it may just be 
worth a few awkward minutes spent 
with the doctor. 
Although pizza takeaways, movies 
and clothes shopping have all trans-
lated wonderfully online, it seems 
that STI screening is something that 
maybe we should stick to doing 
???????
Rachael O'Brien
Your test does not 
???????????????????
??????????????????
???????????????????
prescription for its 
????????????????
HANNAH
POPHAM
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DIT own Operation Transformation 
has been launched for students and 
staff this year. Participants registered 
for the programme in early January 
and are well on their way to changing 
their lives. 
Four DIT service experts from the 
Sport and Recreation Centre, the 
Health Centre, the Counselling ser-
vice and the Dietetics service have 
put together a package for each par-
ticipant. 
Every week there is a weigh-in to 
Every year, when Operation Transformation airs on RTÉ, I 
try to cut out junk food and become a 
healthier person. 
But every year, within a few weeks 
I’m back eating chocolate and 
??????????????????????????????????????
me through a day. But this year it’s 
different. I have joined the DIT Op-
eration Transformation group to try 
and lose weight and have a healthier 
lifestyle. 
When I told people I was taking 
part in this programme, they thought 
I was crazy. The most common 
reaction I got was ‘you’re not fat.’ I 
know I’m not overweight but I am 
in no way happy with how I look. I 
dread buying new clothes because 
every time I try something on, I ei-
ther think I look big in it, or it won’t 
??? ???
?????????????????????? ?????????
as I was averaging between nine 
and ten stone. Now I am averaging 
between 10 and eleven stone, some-
thing which is still perfectly 
healthy for my height and age. 
But I’m not happy. 
Last year a lot happened 
in my life, between 
getting sick, failing 
exams and some-
one in my life 
who was there 
whenever I 
needed them, 
not being there 
anymore. To 
get me through 
a horrible year 
I would turn 
to food. I could 
be on the laptop 
watching a DVD and 
manage to eat a massive 
bar of chocolate and still feel 
hungry. There would be times when 
I wasn’t even hungry but because 
I was passing a McDonalds or a 
Butler’s café I would have to buy 
something. Most of the time it was 
out of pure boredom but my 
weight wasn’t the only thing 
that it affected. 
Money became tighter as 
I was splurging out on 
food I didn’t need or 
want. I have chosen 
to follow Sarah 
Campbell with 
my exercise 
plan. This year 
I turn 21 and 
I want to be 
????????????
who I am by 
then. For the 
latter half of last 
year, I felt I was 
lost most of the 
time. I didn’t know 
who I was. But through 
this programme I do hope to 
become me again.
mark progress in the programme, 
and they advise each person to pick 
a leader from the Operation Transfor-
mation programme to follow. 
Each participant also meets with 
the dietician Catherine Shortall who 
advises you what foods are right and 
which foods you should avoid. 
The DIT Fit2Go gym has also of-
fered participants discounted rates 
in order to allow them to exercise 
properly. They will be meeting every 
Tuesday and Thursday at lunch time 
for light training sessions with Her-
bie, which usually involves walks 
around Stephen’s Green.
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Inside Llewyn Davis tells the intriguing 
story of a self-indulgent, egocentric, 
struggling musician, who just can't 
seem to catch a break. But the Coen 
Brothers’ depiction of the 1960s folk 
music scene runs far deeper than one 
pathetic musician, and the world they 
??????? ??? ???? ????? ??? ?? ??????? ????? ???
beautiful, that is absolutely immersive.
Inside Llewyn Davis is unlike any 
??? ??????????????????????????????????
– it’s not quite as quirky as The Big 
Lebowski, and not as straight-forward 
as True Grit?? ??? ?????? ??????? ??? ?? ????
area of storytelling that is likely to di-
vide audiences.
Very little really happens through-
The Walking Dead, which returns on 
the 9th of February after a mid-sea-
son break, may  have become the 
most meta show of all time. Like 
the victim of a zombie plague, the 
show is a shambling mess. Plot lines 
have extended beyond their natural 
lifespan, becoming an ungodly shell 
of their original selves. Why The 
Governor’s arc was stretched for an 
additional seven episodes is anyone’s 
guess, though Internet rumblings 
have suggested that AMC insisted 
the show stay Prison-centric in or-
der to keep the budget low.  After 
???? ??????????????? ????????? ???????????
Flu epidemic and The Governor’s 
mind-numbingly dull attempt at re-
demption, this seems like the most 
reasonable theory.
Continuing the meta-madness, 
the characters also display the in-
telligence of your average zombie; 
lemmings have a better sense of 
self-preservation than these mo-
rons. The Walking Dead is the kind 
Martin Scorsese’s Oscar contender 
The Wolf of Wall Street is an entertain-
??????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????
Scorsese’s multi-Oscar nominated 
black comedy tells the controver-
sial real-life story of Jordan Belfort 
(played by Leonardo DiCaprio), a 
New York stock broker who made 
millions illegally in the stock market 
while living a life of excess at the 
same time.
With The Wolf of Wall Street, 
71-year-old Scorsese proves that 
he is still capable of producing ex-
citing and unpredictable films. Un-
der his direction and thanks to the 
script by Terence Winter (Board-
walk Empire), the film is funny and 
energetic.
However, it is also controversial and 
too often over-the-top. Many people 
will be immediately put off by the 
amount of scenes involving sex and 
Bruce Springsteen is no stranger to 
?????? ?????? ?????? ???????? ????? ??????
on the Emerald Isle last summer, he 
is back with his eighteenth studio 
album. Enlisting help from Rage 
Against the Machine’s Tom Morel-
???? ????? ??? ?????????????? ?????? ??????
of covers, out-takes and re-recorded 
???????????????????????????????????????
in on previous albums.
High Hopes kicks off with a cover 
of the Tim Scott McConnell track of 
the same name. Blissfully introduc-
ing itself with hacking guitar strums, 
entrancing drums and Bruce’s nev-
er-aging voice, High Hopes decep-
tively breaks down into an almighty 
groove. A slithering bass line wraps 
itself around boastful horns, only to 
be rudely interrupted by Morello’s 
brilliant guitar work; it's Bruce’s best 
single since 2007’s 'Radio Nowhere'.
The album dips in and out of differ-
ent Springsteen eras. ‘Harry’s Place’ is 
a post 9/11 recognition of the danger-
ous underbelly of American life that 
still exists and ‘Just Like Fire Would’ 
could be slotted seamlessly between 
‘No Surrender’ and ‘Bobby Jean’ on 
1984’s classic Born to in the USA.
The album's strongest moments are 
the already well-known tracks from 
the Springsteen canon. ‘The Ghost of 
???????????????????????????????????????
tention given to plot, the genius of the 
?????????????????????????????????????????
development – creating some very 
believably human characters, with 
some truly real moments throughout 
??????????
A great supporting cast consisting of 
Carey Mulligan, Justin Timberlake, 
and John Goodman, help Oscar Isaac 
bring to life Llewyn Davis in a soul-
ful, lovable way that’s easy to identify 
with in at least one respect.
Simple and unobtrusive cine-
matography coupled with a beautiful 
??????????? ????? ??????????? ???? ?????
makes Inside Llewyn Davis very vis-
of show where a group can survive a 
zombie apocalypse for months with-
out realizing the need to shoot them 
in the head. Does Dawn Of The Dead 
just not exist in TWD’s universe? 
?????????? ??? ???? ??????? ???? ????? ???
tentially infected individuals are al-
lowed to wander around the prison 
until they show symptoms, in which 
case they’re leisurely escorted to a 
quarantine block. Because, ya know, 
you don’t wanna be too careful when 
facing a highly infectious illness. Mo-
ments like these are less an attempt 
to depict our human infallibility and 
more a desperate ploy to manufacture 
cheap drama through idiotic, irration-
al behaviour.
Sadly, interpreting Season Four as a 
???????? ?????????????? ??????????
fuck is the most generous interpreta-
tion one could afford it, yet all is not 
???????????????????????????????????????
ing and the new status quo is intrigu-
ing. Free of the prison, the show may 
on the verge of a comeback.
drug-taking, and others will disagree 
????????? ????? ???? ???????? ???? ?????
gives out from an ethical standpoint 
about the real-life events that inspired 
it.
The Wolf of Wall Street owes much 
of its success to a reliably strong cen-
tral performance from Leonardo Di-
Caprio. Earning his fourth Academy 
Award acting nomination in the pro-
cess, DiCaprio is charismatic and en-
tertaining and demands the attention 
of the viewers amid all the exuberant 
scenes of chaos and celebration.
The talented actor also brings an un-
deniable sense of likability to a char-
acter with questionable motives and a 
distorted moral values.
???? ????? ????????? ????? ?? ??????????
collective cast including Jonah Hill 
and Margot Robbie. Hill in particular 
impresses, using his comic ability to 
great effect and giving a surprisingly 
charismatic performance.
ually appealing. However, the most 
????????????????????????????????????????
the fantastic soundtrack – featuring 
many live sessions throughout, espe-
?????????????????? ?????? ????????????
which could very well be one of the 
year’s most fun and enjoyable per-
formances. However, this is far from 
being a musical – think of it as more 
of a dreary comedy with a fantastic 
soundtrack; and a cat. 
Utterly captivating and an incredi-
bly unique portrait of a man and his 
pursuit of a career in music, but if 
you’re not entirely sold by the trailer: 
???????? ????????????????????????????????
for everyone.
One of the main problems with The 
Wolf of Wall Street is its length. At 
three hours long, Scorsese’s picture 
is longer than it needs to be and at 
times struggles to hold the audience’s 
interest despite DiCaprio’s obvious 
appeal.
As well as this, the movie seems 
?????????????????? ????? ??? ???????? ????
exciting, but offers little plot devel-
opment. While the second half does 
move the story along, it lacks the ex-
citement of some earlier scenes.
??????????????????????????????????
acter’s extravagant lifestyle more 
than his work with the stock market, 
and this allows Scorsese to include 
many humorous scenes and amusing 
moments.
?????? ?????????? ???? ????? ????
??????? ????? ?????????????? ??? ??????????
light-hearted. The movie’s middle 
scenes especially are like a celebra-
tion of everything excess.
The  Wolf  of  Wall  Street    Director:  Martin  Scorsese
Flickr
Tom Joad’ is plucked from its mes-
merising quiet folk beginnings and is 
injected with palpitating drums, pow-
erful vocals and penetrating guitars 
that hauntingly slide back and forth, 
just like the ghost of old Tom Joad 
himself – the track is transformed 
from a mouse to a monster.
‘American Skin (41 Shots)’ is a 
stand-out and, unfortunately, as rel-
evant today as it was when it was 
??????????????????????????????????????
steen’s warning that ‘you get killed 
just for living in your American skin’ 
is a tragic reminder that race hate and 
race crimes are as alive and well in 
America as they ever were. Spring-
steen’s performance of the track live 
???????????????????????????????????
of the late Trayvon Martin, was an-
other reminder of this harrowing fact. 
Springsteen closes the album with a 
gorgeous cover of Suicide’s ‘Dream 
Baby Dream’, which reminds us The 
Boss still has the same enthusiasm and 
desire for making music that prompt-
ed Jon Landau to dub him 'the future 
of rock n’ roll' exactly 40 years ago.
Can Bruce Springsteen continue 
making vital music that is as rocking 
as it is socially aware, even though he’s 
been doing it since the early seventies? 
With this album, I’ve got high hopes.
The  Walking  Dead
Season  Four,  Part  Two
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Who  will  go  home  with  Oscar?
The 2014 Oscar nominees were an-
nounced a few weeks ago and they 
are as predictable as ever. Very few 
surprises were thrown up with the an-
nouncement, and all the big contend-
ers dominate the list as expected.
It seems like the Academy have 
done the easy thing and given nom-
inations to all the big names and 
the movies surrounded by the most 
hype, while at the same time ignoring 
smaller movies with limited budgets 
and publicity.
David O Russell’s American Hustle 
and Alfonso Cuaron’s Gravity lead 
the way with an impressive 10 nom-
inations each. Meanwhile, Steve Mc-
Queen’s 12 Years a Slave is slightly 
behind earning a still very respectable 
total of nine nominations.
It seems like the Best Picture award 
will go to one of these three, but oth-
er strong contenders include Captain 
Phillips, Dallas Buyers Club and 
The Wolf of Wall Street. Many peo-
ple are delighted to see The Wolf of 
Wall Street has been recognised as the 
Academy can sometimes shy away 
???????????????????????????????????
Some of the most sought after Acad-
emy Awards will be from the Best ac-
tor and actress categories. Matthew 
McConaughey (Dallas Buyers Club) 
and Leonardo DiCaprio (The Wolf of 
Wall Street) will be the favourites to 
win best actor after already picking 
up Golden Globes (Best Actor in a 
Drama, and Best Actor in a Comedy 
or Musical) for their respective per-
formances.
This represents DiCaprio’s fourth 
This  is  no  'McConaisance'  –  Matthew's  always  been  great
Liam Kennedy
STAFF WRITER
nomination for the award, while Mc-
?????????????????????????????????????
time.
They will have to beat Chiwetel Eji-
ofar (12 Years a Slave) if they want 
to walk away with the gold statuette, 
while Christian Bale (American Hus-
tle) and Bruce Dern (Nebraska) also 
provide strong competition.
Cate Blanchett seems an absolute 
certainty to take the Best Actress 
prize for her role in Woody Allen’s 
Blue Jasmine. However, Meryl Streep 
(August: Osage County) may prove a 
threat as she tries to win for a joint 
record fourth time from an incredible 
18 nominations.
Amy Adams (American Hustle), 
Judi Dench (Philomena) and Sandra 
Bullock (Gravity) make up the rest of 
the contenders.
lier this month.
A lot of people have been left angry 
by some of the major exclusions from 
this year’s ceremony. There are many 
notable absentees who failed to pick 
up nominations.
Lee Daniels’ The Butler and its star 
Forest Whitaker would have been ex-
pecting a stronger presence at the cer-
emony when it was released to criti-
cal acclaim several months ago. Tom 
Hanks is also without a nomination 
despite receiving positive reviews for 
his performances in Captain Phillips 
and Saving Mr. Banks.
Many were disappointed that Rob-
ert Redford didn’t earn a Best Actor 
nomination for his work in All is Lost. 
The Coen brothers’ Inside Llewyn 
Davis was also nominated for fewer 
awards than expected.
Chiwetel Ejiofor and Michael 
Fassbender in 12 Years a 
Slave, directed by Steve 
McQueen and nominated for 
nine academy awards.
Jennifer Lawrence looks likely to 
win in the Best Supporting Actress 
category a year after being chosen 
as Best Actress for her role in Silver 
Linings Playbook. Her main competi-
tion at this year’s ceremony will be 12 
Years a Slave’s Lupita Nyong’o.
Meanwhile, Michael Fassbender 
will be one of the favourites for the 
male equivalent award for his role in 
???? ???????????Dallas Buyers Club’s 
Jared Leto could also win the award 
after he was awarded the Golden 
Globe for Best Supporting Actor ear-
EOGHAN
MCNEILL
Primary school, 4th and 5th class. 
Those were my ‘lost years’, apparent-
ly. Report-cards and parent teacher 
meetings followed a similar script: I 
wasn’t testing myself, I was getting 
complacent and my work was becom-
ing one-dimensional and unvaried.
Apparently, I wrote essentially the 
same story for every 5th class English 
assignment. It was a great story 
though. It involved going to a see a 
match at Old Trafford, then being 
asked to play for United, scoring a 
goal, then winning a penalty, then… 
I wake up, it was all a dream! The 
dream bit gives it a bit of believabili-
ty, you see.
Same story or not, I knew what I was 
doing. I may not have been challeng-
ing myself but Jesus, I enjoyed writing 
about Manchester United. I was sure 
teachers correcting them enjoyed the 
drama: “Oh my God! Eoghan just 
went to see a football match, now he’s 
playing for Man. United here!”, and 
always respected the dream-twist at 
the end. They didn’t.
Regardless of the reception to my 
????????????????????????????????????
6th class would bring. I stopped writ-
ing about United, and took on more 
????????????????? ???????????????????
a critical and commercial success. 
They said I was “reborn”. My parents 
– though happy with the turnaround 
– maintained they always knew I was 
great.
I’m being told Matthew McCo-
naughey’s nomination for a Best Actor 
Oscar is the latest evidence of his 
‘rebirth’. I’m being told we’re living 
through the ‘McConaisance’ – an era 
that started with McConaughey’s per-
formance in The Lincoln Lawyer, and 
takes in his roles in Mud, Killer Joe, 
Magic Mike, and now, Dallas Buyers 
Club. I’m being told prior to this ‘Mc-
Conaisance’, McConaughey wasted 
years in the rom-com wilderness.
The rom-com wilderness?! That 
was no wilderness. McConaughey 
was king of the rom-com; Kate 
Hudson his queen. I can’t understand 
why it has taken so long for him to 
get an Oscar nod. Fair enough, he 
slimmed down for Buyers Club, and 
yeah, it’s based on a true story and all 
that, I just don’t see anything from 
McConaughey I hadn’t already seen 
from the man. Like the proud parent, 
I always knew he was great.
Consider his previous roles. 2003’s 
How to Lose a Guy in Ten Days is 
considered by many to be the man’s 
magnum opus. Here, McConaughey 
brought to life the character of Ben-
jamin Barry, a charming advertising 
executive from Texas who was a bit 
of a divil with the women. In 2008, 
McConaughey brought us Ben “Finn” 
Finnegan, in Fool’s Gold. Finnegan 
was a charming explorer from Texas 
who was a bit of a divil with the 
women. And who can forget Conor 
Mead? The Ghosts of Girlfriends 
Past’s anti-hero: the charming pho-
tographer from Texas who was a bit 
of a divil with the women.
I’ve no interest in whether Mc-
Conaughey tested himself in any of 
??????????????????????????????????????
variation in the roles he took on. No 
more than I enjoyed writing about 
Manchester United, McConaughey 
enjoyed playing charming divils from 
Texas. Just as my teachers should’ve 
enjoyed my story after story about 
United, the critics should have 
appreciated McConaughey’s shtick, 
the charming Texan after charming 
Texan.
This is no rebirth, no ‘McConai-
sance’. In the words of LL Cool J: 
“Don’t call it a comeback”.
This  is  What  Winning  
Looks  Like
The  Four  Year  Plan
Style  Wars
DOCUMENTARIES
FOR A LAZY SUNDAY
Joseph Conroy
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Ben Anderson's disturbing look at 
the legacy of over a decade of out-
side intervention in Afghanistan. This 
feature length piece for Vice sees 
Anderson embedded with US Ma-
rines and the Afghan military. Senior 
??????????????????????????????????????
of young boys, arrests are arbitrary 
and drug abuse is widespread as the 
Americans prepare to leave. It's a 
damning document. Vice/YouTube
?????????????????????????????????????
four years under new ownership. It's 
like Championship Manager: The 
Movie. The team who made the doc 
got amazing access, so much so that 
the club might have regretted being so 
accommodating. There are lots of un-
intentional laughs, and it gives us an 
interesting look at what exactly hap-
pens when outsiders with high hopes 
and sacks of cash take over an English 
football club. ???????
1983 classic, one of the founding 
documents of hip hop. It takes in the 
sights and sounds of the earliest days 
of hip hop in New York – talking to 
?????????? ?????? ??? ????????? ?????????
?????? ???????? ????????? ???? ????? ?????
cials trying to stop them and the art 
dealers trying to make money off of 
them. Essential viewing. YouTube
????????????????????????
???????????? ?????????????
?????????????????????????????????
??????????????
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Big  in  Poland
Michelle  Dardis  meets  Sean  Lemon,  of  
Room  94,  a  boy  band  making  a  big  name  
for  itself  in  Eastern  Europe
Starting a successful band with your brothers and best friend is no mean feat, but Room 94 prove that with 
a bit of hard work, it’s very much 
possible.
I recently spoke to Sean Lemon, 
who along with his brothers Kieran 
and Dean, and their childhood pal Kit 
Tanton, are making a name for them-
selves on the music scene in Ireland, 
the UK and Poland too.
The group decided against spend-
ing a long time trying to come with a 
name for the group, and settled on the 
room number which the band prac-
ticed in in school: Room 94. They 
have been together for four years 
now, and have been slowly but surely 
making their way up in the business, 
however it was when the opportunity 
to support UK band Lawson on tour 
came about, that things really took off 
for the boys.
The band supported Lawson on 
their UK and Ireland tour in March 
last year, but also for their second tour 
in September, later that year. 
???????? ???????????????????????? ?????
we've done and we were fans of Law-
son before we went on tour with them. 
For them to invite us out on the road 
twice was amazing! We got along re-
ally well with them. We're like best 
mates now,” said Sean.
The group have gained quite a fol-lowing both in Ireland and The 
UK, however none of these fans are 
quite as passionate about the group as 
the fans in Poland are.
Kieran and Dean, the lead singer 
and drummer from the group, made 
a Youtube cover of a One Direction 
song and the biggest One Direction 
fan account tweeted about it. The 
group soon found themselves inun-
dated with requests to go to Poland 
and perform over there.
“The difference between the fans 
over there, and the fans over here in 
England and everywhere we usually 
play, is that the ones in Poland are re-
ally passionate and get really into it 
because they aren't used to having a 
band actually do that. I think we've 
been there about six times now, and 
????? ??????????? ???? ????? ?????????????
and growing. It's really random, but 
it's awesome as well.”
Room 94 have been busy working 
on their debut album: “We’re really 
love the country!”
With so much planned and coming 
up in the near future for the group, 
downtime is limited, but once they 
do get a day or two off from making 
music and performing live, the boys 
certainly make the most of it.
“Drinking, there's a lot of that, haha. 
Kieran and Dean also run a clothing 
line called Lemon Clothing, so they 
are pretty busy with that in their 
downtime. We've got a few things in 
the pipeline coming up. I like doing 
??????????????????????????????????? ????????
designs and stuff on Photoshop. We're 
really creative in our downtime. Kit 
also loves doing up old cars and old 
motors in any downtime. We like to 
keep ourselves busy,” said Sean.
Even though the group may be 
swamped with work at the moment, 
???? ????? ??????? ??????????? ????? ?????
going ahead with what they’re doing 
- it’s working well for them.
Good  old-­fashioned,  wholesome  gaming
Take a wander down George’s street 
arcade (not far if you’re reading 
this in Aungier street) and you’ll 
???????????????????????????????????
N64 games. The selection isn’t 
great, but they’re still looking for 
a commanding price. In fairness, 
?????????????????????????????????????
games are coming back into fashion, 
and its only partly down to the ‘nerd 
chic’ aesthetic pushed by popular TV 
shows like The Big Bang Theory.
People who grew up with video 
games have seen large parts of the 
industry turn into a very different, 
and increasingly corporate, beast. 
Rose tinted glasses, sure, as games 
before the millennium still made 
???????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????
always what they get. 
Parts of games are locked off unless 
you pay real money to access them 
and priority service is given to those 
who pay more. EA is famous for this, 
and they have been voted the con-
sumer’s ‘Worst Company in Ameri-
ca’ two years running now. 
If you’re a cynic, you could say 
this money obsession has squeezed 
the originality out of one of the most 
traditionally imaginative industries. 
Of the top ten best selling games of 
2013, nine of those were sequels. The 
mainstream video game industry, it 
could be argued, is going the way of 
the mainstream cinema blockbuster.
So for the arthouse movie theatre 
of video games, look no further than 
your old SNES buried at the back of 
your wardrobe, and some of these 
????????????????? ????????????????????
nostalgia value. 
Fundamentally, some old games 
really are great. Many of them 
ooze the excesses of the times they 
were created in: play F-Zero X on 
the N64 to hear some unleashed 
metal riffs, check out the haircuts 
in Tekken 2 and witness Pac-Man 
munching pills with pure determi-
nation and pupils a mile wide. It 
was the '80s after all. 
All this adds up to fun, and even 
games about killing didn’t tend to 
take themselves too seriously. Watch 
??????????????????????????????????
killing all your friends in Goldeneye 
007, depending on how good you 
were and whether anyone was sly 
????????????????????????
And if you go back far enough, 
some of them are so simple that a 
???????????????????????? ????????????
pleased with it! We spent pretty much 
the whole year getting creative and 
writing all the music. Kieran came 
up with loads of ideas, put them into 
different practices. The songs are all 
about stuff that has happened to us, 
??????????????????????????????????????
ing out and having fun and we want-
ed to show that on the album” said 
Sean.
Alongside the release of the al-bum, the boys will be doing a 
headline tour of their own. They’re 
performing all over the UK, as well in 
Dublin, however the Irish date is still 
?????????????????????????????????????
“Yeah, we're still sorting out the de-
tails, but we're 100 percent coming 
back to Ireland for that tour. Ireland is 
one of our favourite places to come. 
Me, Kieran and Dean have Irish rela-
tives and stuff so it's always fun com-
?????????????????????????????? ???????
Goldeneye, Nintendo 64: regardless of graphics, still one of the great games
CONOR
CAMPBELL
We've played 
in Poland about 
six times now...
??????????????????
and growing. It's 
really random, 
but it's awesome 
as well
”  
“
cally students after a night out. Party 
gaming, thy home is in the retro. 
Get a few friends over and link up 
??? ??????????????????????????????????
your old Sega Mega Drive and stick 
in Micro Machines. Its fun, accessi-
ble and very challenging – something 
that many of the highest selling 
games now are not, although some 
indie companies are giving it their 
best shot. 
???????????????? ??????????????????
scrolling platformer that reminds 
gamers of how things used to be 
by making you die constantly. For 
comparison, check out Call of Duty 
??????????????????????????????????
have entire levels completed without 
having to shoot a single bullet. And 
no, it wasn’t intentional.
So if you can get your hands on 
an old N64 with all the controllers, 
get your friends over for a game of 
????????????????????????????????????
Or any other game you can put ‘beer’ 
?????????????? ??? ??????????????? ????
fun with a video game than you’ve 
truly had for years.
Room 94. After making it big from a Youtube hit, the boys will be coming to a venue near you this year
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We all still write 
pop songs but we 
didn't want them 
to sound like pop 
songs, we wanted 
them to sound 
different
”  
“
Joseph Conroy
CULTURE EDITOR
September  Girls
INTERVIEW
LOST CLASSIC
As  their  debut  album  Cursing  the  Sea  
continues  to  make  waves  September  
Girls'  bassist  and  occasional  lead  
vocalist  Paula  Cullen  speaks  with  
Culture  Editor  Joseph  Conroy
There's a thing that happens once a band starts getting some traction – gener-ally a press release goes 
???? ??????? ??????? ????? ????? ??????
?????????? ???????????? ?????? ????
???????? ????? ????????????????????
????????????????? ???????????????????
???? ?????????? ????????? ???? ????
????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????
refer to three artists – My Bloody Val-
entine, Jesus and the Mary Chain and 
?????????????
“Personally, I listen to them but I 
?????????????? ???? ???? ??? ???????????
???????????????????????????????????????
??????
?????? ?????????? ???????? ?? ??????
?????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????
??? ?????? ??????? ?? ?????? ???????????
?????????????????????????????????????
?????? ?????? ?? ???? ??? ???????????????
tered if we did, but, I think its more 
?????????? ???????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????
they’re the main ones but there'd be a 
???? ??????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????
????? ????????? ???????????????? ?????
???????? ??? ????? ?????? ????? ????? ???
???????? ?????? ????? ?????? ??????????
?????????? ????????? ???????????????
????????????????????????????? ???? ???
??????? ??? ???? ???? ?????????? ??????
???? ?????? ????? ??? ???? ????? ?????????
???????????????????????????????????????
you sometime this summer, it seems 
????? ?? ????? ????? ??? ?????? ????? ??????
???????????????
??????????????????????????????????
tled OutKast fan on the outro of 'Re-
????? ??? ???? ??? ??? ?????? ?????? ??????
?????????? ?????? ???????? ????? ???
gansta playa personas for their debut 
LP ??????????????????????????????? 
????? ????? ?????????????? ??? ???? ?????
follow up ????????
???? ????????? ?????????? ??? ??????
standable, ??????? is a dense album 
?????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????????
???? ?????? ??? ???? ?????????? ????????
????????????????????????????????????????
? ???????????????? ???????????? ???????
???????????????????????????????????????
????? ??????????? ???????? ????? ?????? ????
????????????????????????????????????
????? ??????????????????????????????????
??????
Like the title suggests, ??????? is 
????? ????????? ????? ??????? ???? ??????
???????????????????????????????????????
It’s a mix of the alienated ghetto hero 
personas they played on ????????????
????????????????????????????? ??????????
??????????????????????????????????????
dressing weird and paying more at-
??????????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????????
??????
???? ?????? ????????? ??????? ? ???????
Psalm' probably best sums up the re-
????? ???? ????? ????? ??? ???? ?????? ?? ?????
????????? ???? ????? ????????? ??????
??????????????????????
?????? ?????? ?? ???????? ????? ?? ? ?????
and 'Babylon' are all worth seeking 
????? ?????????? ???? ????????????? ????
?????? ????????? ???????? ??????? ??? ?????
?????? ??????? ????????????? ??????????
????????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????
???? ???????? ????? ??????????? ????? ???
???????????? ???????
??????????????????????? ????????????
????? ???? ??? ????? ???????? ???? ?????
other garagey girl groups like The 
???? ????????????????? ????????????
?? ????? ???? ?????? ??????? ???? ?????
????????? ???? ?????? ???????????? ????
??? ????????????????????????????? ??????
their own take on this messy noise-
??????????
???? ??? ???? ??????? ???????? ?????
???????????????????????????????????????
??????????????? ?????????????? ????????
???? ????? ???? ?????? ?? ????? ????????
??????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????
??? ???? ???? ????? ????? ??? ????????
???????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????
??? ????????????????????? ??????????????
a bit more like what we would sound 
????? ?????? ?????? ??????? ???? ???????
???????????? ????????? ????? ?????? ???????
???????????? ?????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????????
?????? ?? ?????? ??? ???? ?????? ??? ???? ?? ????
???????????????????????????????????
??? ?? ???? ????? ??????? ?????? ?????? ???
?????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????
???? ???? ???? ??????? ???????? ???? ????
??????? ?? ???? ???? ??????? ???? ?????????
?????? ???? ????? ???? ??????? ?????? ????
????????????????? ?????????
“I think we still write the same way 
???? ????? ?? ?????????? ????????? ??? ????
it was presented so we all still write 
pop songs but we didn't want them 
to sound like pop songs, we wanted 
?????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????? ????????
????????? ??????? ??????? ???????????? ??
?????? ???? ??????? ?????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????
???? ?? ??????????? ????? ????? ??? ???????
????????? ???????????????????? ???????
???????? ?? ????? ????? ??? ???? ?????? ???
??????? ??? ?? ???????????? ?????? ????
?? ???? ??? ???????? ????? ???? ??????????
er and stuff like that and we are into 
our artwork and we do all of that our-
???????????????????????????????????????
????????????????????????????????
The debut album ???????? ???? ??? 
was released by London-based in-
?????????? ?????? ???????? ????? ????
????? ??????????? ????????? ??????? ???
the likes of The Pains of Being Pure 
????????????????????????????
???????????????????????????????????
???????????????????????? ???????????
try works these days the band are all 
still working full-time jobs and don't 
???????????????????????????????
????? ??? ?? ???? ??? ?????????? ???? ??????
????????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????
???????????????
?????????????????????????????????
??????????? ???? ????? ????? ???????????
????????????????????????????????????????
????? ??????? ??? ??? ???? ??????? ? ??????
???????? ?????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????
???????????????
???????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????
????????????
“I think its maybe similar in some-
ways [to ??????????????????????????????
???? ??????????????? ?????????? ????? ?????
?????????????????? ????????????????????
???????????????
ATLiens
OutKast
????? ?????? ???? ????? ????? ??? ???????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????????
????? ???? ?????????? ??????? ???? ?????
???? ???????????? ??????? ????? ??????????
???? ??????? ??????????? ????? ???? ????
??????????
??????????????????????????????????????
???????? ??????? ?????? ??? ??????? ??????
?????????????????????????????????????
???????
September Girls buck the trend of garagey girl groups, offering their own take on a messy noise-pop sound
All newspapers end up as chip 
wrapper.
But this chip wrapper could have 
your name on it.
Write for
Contact: editor@edition.ie
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From  Erasmus  to  Elancourt Keep  your  
teeth  to  
yourself
We’re sitting, drinking cappuccinos in one of the more traditional Parisian coffee shops, 
overlooking the infamous Moulin 
Rouge Cabaret in the district of Pi-
?????????????????????????????????????
?????????????????????????????????????
manages to portray the beauty of 
the City’s architecture.
The district is a short walk away 
from the Champs Elysees, Paris’ high 
end shopping street, which culmi-
nates with arguably their most spec-
tacular sight, the Arc de Triomphe. 
The setting, if not the blustery, over-
cast and wet weather, was perfect to 
speak to Colm Carney, a 20-year old 
man, who upped sticks from his na-
tive Athboy to Versailles, part of the 
Paris Basin, for a year-long Erasmus 
from NUI Maynooth.
Yet, what has happened since has 
given rise to a potential new career 
move and six months in which to 
learn French in a different setting. 
What’s the French for ‘through ball’ 
and ‘corner kick’? 
Having played two football matches 
for Université De Versailles,  Colm 
began looking for a local team to train 
with to keep his standards up for the 
Christmas break.
Intending on signing with Ver-
sailles, Colm received a last-minute 
offer from Elancourt, a semi-profes-
sional team in the Paris and District 
???????????????????????????????????????
???????? ?????????????????
Bear in mind, this guy wasn’t play-
ing college soccer in Maynooth last 
????????????????????????????????????
his local Sunday side in the Meath 
?????????????????????????????????
The Meath man signed a six-month 
contract earning a weekly wage, un-
???? ???? ????????? ????? ????????????????
things may become complicated.
The coffee’s been served:
Ryan Nugent (RN): Bonjour, com-
ment ca va?
Colm Carney (CC): Bonjour, sava 
bien.
RN: That’s as far as my French 
goes, I’m afraid. You’re after being 
??? ?? ???????? ??????? ??? ??????? ?????
not the type of thing a semi-profes-
sional footballer should be doing is 
it?
CC: No, you’re right, but I’m gonna 
say I’m entitled to it, this time. My 
friends are here at the moment. Dur-
ing the rest of the year, I literally don’t 
drink. Unless I’m at home in Ireland. 
I’m training almost every day.
???????????????????????????????
Irish friends head back home? 
?????????????????????????????????????
then?
CC: Then I’m back to the process I 
was in the past two weeks [since his 
??????????????????????????????????????
son to the other players I’m a good bit 
lighter, so I’m taking protein shakes, 
doing weights and then extra work at 
the training ground on days off. I’m 
??????????????????????
RN: You’re not living the typical 
Erasmus life, are you?
CC: Well, no, but I don’t mind. 
Even before I started playing football 
seriously, I wasn’t drinking or going 
out much, apart from when I went 
home to Ireland. So it’s not a big deal. 
I’m going to college, improving my 
French and playing football.
RN: Studying, really?
CC: Well, I’m living for football 
now, so it’s taking priority for the rest 
of the college year.
???? ?????????????????????????????
about from having not played at a 
high level in Ireland and then going 
over to Versaille to study French? 
Seems strange…
CC: I love football, so I went to play 
with the college team and did well 
there too, but we only had two games 
before Christmas, so I needed to keep 
playing. I found out about a couple of 
clubs and they were willing to give 
me a trial. 
RN: Do you feel the pressure to 
???????? ???? ???????? ??????? ????
ting paid to play football, rather 
????? ???? ??? ?????????? ??? ????????
ness to play the game you love?
CC: At the start I was just buzzing 
to have gotten the contract, but since 
January when I’ve started training 
with the team, there was a lot more 
pressure. You’re getting paid, so, like 
any job, you have to perform. It’s part 
of the contract and so far I haven’t 
played my natural game as of yet.
???? ??????? ???? ???? ???????? ????
????????????????????????
CC: There’s a lot of tactics involved. 
I’ve a folder of sheets at home on how 
to play the number 10 (attacking mid-
??????????????????????????????????????????
something I’m not used to, but they 
want me in that position, so I’ve got 
to know exactly what I’m doing.
???? ???? ???? ?????? ????? ?????? ??
clubs an incentive?
CC: I haven’t thought about it too 
?????????????????????????????????????????
team and then see what happens.
RN: What happens at the end of 
the college year and at the end of 
the contract? If you’re offered an-
???????????????? ??????????????????
????????? ????? ??????????? ????? ?? ???
??????? ??????????????? ??? ?????? ????? ???
similarly to how I’m living at the mo-
ment, then I might stay, but it’s early 
days yet.
DIT  Frisbee  drops  in  rankings  after  tough  day
Matthew Colfer
SPORTS REPORTER
???????????????????????????????????
in sixth place at the inaugural Indoor 
Mixed Inter-varsities on Saturday, 
17th of January in the Mardyke Are-
na in Cork.
Having started the tournament 
ranked 5th, the side overcame a 
young University College Cork 
???????????????????????????????????????
group game.
After losses to highly experienced 
????????????????????????????????????
??????????????????????????????????????
ineligible but experienced pick up 
team in the playoffs, which they also 
lost.
?????????? ???????? ???? ???? ????????
???? ???????? ???? ???? ????? ???? ???
even the score having been beaten by 
DIT in Open Indoor Intervarsities in 
early November.
???? ?????????? ???? ???? ?????????
bly; meaning DIT dropped one place 
???????????????????????????????????
Niamh Meighan received the Most 
Spirited Player award and the female 
Most Valuable Player (MVP) award 
for DIT while Matthew Colfer was 
voted male MVP for the team.
UCC1 were overall winners of the 
tournament as they saw off Trinity 
?????????????????????
There was good news for DIT 
player and current ladies team cap-
tain, Niamh Meighan, last week-
end however as she was part of the 
?????????? ????? ??????? ???????
Division of the Indoor All-Ireland 
Ultimate Championships (AIUC) 
2014.
????????????????????????? ????????
??????????????? ?????????????????
sion of the Outdoor AIUC 2013 last 
September.
EDITORIALINTERVIEW
RYAN
NUGENT
SPORTS EDITOR
As Dublin’s Jason Whelan sits out the 
Allianz league encounter with Kerry 
????? ????????? ???? ?????? ??? ???? ??????
week suspension for the biting inci-
dent that took place in Dublin’s defeat 
to DCU in the O’Byrne Cup a fort-
night ago, I hope the severity of what 
he has done is hitting home hard.
???????? ???? ????????? ????? ??? ???
opponent aside, Whelan was handed 
the chance, a huge chance at that, to 
play for the All-Ireland Champions 
and stake a claim for a place in the 
?????????
The Ballymun Kickhams footballer 
will be suspended for eight weeks, yet 
by the looks of it, will only miss three 
Allianz league games because of this. 
A ban that is by no means severe.
What is the message the GAA are 
??????????????????????? ????????? ??????
‘eight weeks, that seems fair’, but 
then it’s only three games – for biting 
someone.
There was an incident only last sea-
son, involving a Dublin player alleg-
edly biting Donegal footballer Paddy 
McBrearty, but there was no suspen-
sion upheld, and the case was thrown 
out by the Association’s disciplinary 
committee.
The politics involved in the GAA 
may be at fault here as the Director 
General of the organisation, Paraic 
Duffy bemoaned their handling of 
the McBrearty case in his annual re-
port, claiming there was a clear bit on 
McBrearty’s arm. So the fact that no 
action was taken is alarming.
Already we have to deal with the 
thuggery that occurs on a weekly ba-
sis in all standards of GAA, incidents 
that are let go or dealt with extreme 
lenience. Is biting going to be added 
to that list?
A major problem at hand is the ban-
ning system. It’s done on a weekly ba-
sis, as opposed to a number of games 
– crazy.
How can an organisation that regu-
larly make rule changes be so out of 
date with their current system? Is the 
anti-soccer agenda so strong that they 
won’t mimic the match by match ban 
that serves ‘the foreign sport’ so well?
????????????????????????????????????
Suarez was disciplined in April of 
2013 for biting Chelsea’s Branislav 
Ivanovic and received a 10-match 
ban.  If the English FA had been op-
erating under GAA disciplinary rules 
and Suarez received 10 weeks in-
stead, the Uruguayan would’ve only 
missed six matches. 
A change is needed, but one must 
wonder whether the GAA are strong 
enough to do so.
Who  gets  offered  a  contract  to  play  soccer  on  their  academic  year  abroad?  Colm  
Carney  did,  and  he  told  our  Sports  Editor  Ryan  Nugent  all  about  it
Carney in action, playing in the Meath and District League Division Two last year
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Sigerson  
Preview
When answers to the question ‘who is the best player you’ve played against?’ 
range from AC Milan and Italy 
star Stephan El Shaarawy, Ireland 
international Keith Fahey and Die-
go Poyet – son of Gus – you know 
you’re in esteemed company.
Roberto Lopes, or “Pico” to his 
friends, Rhys Gorman, Gary Curran 
and Niall Cooney are all students and 
players for DIT’s soccer team but 
they are also plying their trade in the 
League of Ireland (LOI).
Lopes played in a highly-rated Bel-
vedere team, many of which joined 
him in the step up to the LOI includ-
ing Keith Buckley, Stephen Traynor, 
Craig Sexton and Chris Forrester. 
This step up on the footballing lad-
der took place after Pat Fenlon rec-
ommended they play for Bohemians 
under-21 side.
But, the LOI no longer runs un-
der-21 teams, which, according to 
????????? ??????? ??????????? ?????
Gorman, is a detriment to the league 
itself: 
“Getting rid of the 21’s was a really 
bad move. I played with lads on Ire-
land teams and it stops at under-19’s 
now, there’s only about three people 
in the league now from my age group 
and they were even over in England. 
It was a bad idea getting rid of the un-
der-21 level because not many people 
make the step up from under-19 to the 
seniors.”
All four of the players round the table nodded silently in agree-
ment with Gorman and they all be-
lieve that the standard of the LOI has 
been affected by the abolition of un-
der-21 sides as players have to play 
in the Leinster senior league in order 
to better their chances of making it in 
this country.
Gary Curran also made the point 
of the LOI having no reserve league, 
which means young players progress-
ing through the ranks won’t have the 
opportunity to play with more experi-
enced players, who would play in the 
reserves every now and then. 
“You progress more as a player be-
cause you’re playing with better and 
more experienced players,” he said. 
“You’re learning from them while 
you’re playing and you don’t get 
that opportunity with the way the un-
der-19s is now.”
With the quality of the league suf-
fering due to the way the underage 
teams are run by the LOI and the FAI, 
do any of the boys see soccer as a re-
alistic career option? 
“I think it’s tough at the moment 
with the way things have gone in the 
??????????????????????????????????????
in getting an education,” said Bohs 
centre-half Roberto Lopes. 
The fact that the league only has 
three full-time teams also makes it 
??????????? ?????????? ???? ???? ??????? ???
forge a career for themselves here.
Despite the problems with the league, the standard is high, es-
pecially when compared to college 
football. 
According to Bray’s Niall Coon-
ey, “the physicality and the pace of 
the game are higher than in college 
football. The step up is immense go-
ing from college football to the LOI. 
College football is a lot slower and 
you can shrug people off the ball a lot 
easier. You get more time which you 
don’t get in the League of Ireland.”
It’s not all about what happens on 
the pitch, however. Politics is rife 
throughout the game at all levels. 
From the hallowed, money-laden 
halls of FIFA, to grass roots level and 
players as young as 14 having profes-
sional agents, the LOI is no expecta-
tion.
The college soccer calendar over-????? ???????? ????? ???? ?????? ????
sometimes the clubs are reluctant 
to let their players play for DIT if 
they have an upcoming match. Jack 
Memery was the left back in DIT’s 
league-winning side last year, but 
Shelbourne wouldn’t let him play in 
??????????
There was a similar incident in-
volving Lopes. Paul Malone spoke 
to The Edition about the world 
university games, and Lopes was 
supposed to join Malone in Russia. 
However, Bohemians wouldn’t re-
lease him to play for for Ireland at 
the games. 
“I couldn’t make the games because 
Bohs were struggling at the time and 
they needed all the players there,” he 
said.
As for Niall Cooney? Well he faced 
the age-old of problem of not being 
able to get time off work.
Despite having LOI-standard play-
ers in the DIT team this year, they 
struggled to build on last year’s 
success. They squeezed through the 
group stages, coming fourth on the 
?????? ??????????
They had no momentum going into 
the knockout stages and this proved 
fatal as they exited the competition at 
the hands of IT Carlow.
All four players still have aspira-
tions of forging a career in football, 
although some are now starting to see 
a life that may not include the profes-
sional game. 
However, if they can make it either 
in the LOI or in England then they 
will grasp the opportunity with both 
hands, and DIT would have been a 
large stepping stone along their path 
to the dream job.
The  beleaguered  League  of  Ireland
Sports  Editor  Piers  Moyles  talks  to  four  DIT  soccer  players  who  have  played  in  the  
League  of  Ireland  and  at  under-­21  level,  and  faced  the  many  challenges  in  Irish  soccer
It was a bad idea getting rid of 
the under-21 level because not 
many people make the step up 
from under-19 to the seniors
– Rhys Gorman
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Rhys Gorman in action for Shamrock Rovers against Drogheda United
Roberto Lopes
Niall Cooney
Gary Curran
DIT will begin the defence of their 
Sigerson title next week, with a home 
tie against St Marys in St Margarets.
The camp are in a buoyant mood 
following a decent run in their league 
campaign, which culminated in an un-
lucky one-point defeat to University of 
Ulster, Jordanstown (UUJ), who are 
among the favourites to challenge the 
Institute of Technology for their crown.
Tactics, as opposed to intense train-
ing is the order of the day for the sen-
ior squad as they strive towards the 
high standards necessary to succeed 
for a second year in succession.
“We had a good run in the league, be-
fore Christmas and were very unlucky 
against Jordanstown, with a last min-
ute free that went against us,” said DIT 
???? ???????? ???????????????????
Westmeath manager, Paul Bealin, ex-
pressed his discomfort with the amount 
of football being played by young GAA 
players, recently, stating that “players 
have so many masters and they’re try-
ing to keep everybody happy. There’s 
just too much going on.”
However, the Sigerson Champions 
do not buy into the over-training phi-
losophy of many, and are instead fo-
cusing on sharpening their game plan.
“We can’t do too much, training 
wise, because we’re very conscious 
of player burn-out. We’ve got guys 
playing county and under 21, so we 
have to be careful. It’s in our interest 
as much as theirs,” said DIT GAA of-
???????????????????????????
“Our squad is very important 
throughout the season, for a number 
of reasons. For example, during the 
O’Byrne Cup, which I feel is very 
????????????????????????????????????????
Sigerson Championship, we had a lot 
of players unavailable due to exams, 
but it gave other guys a chance.
“If you want to challenge in the Si-
gerson Cup, you need to have a strong 
squad, because when it gets to the 
weekend, its two games in 24 hours, 
which is gruelling. Added to this is 
the new black card rule and the rise to 
six substitutes, so the squad is vital,” 
conveyed Biddlecombe.
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time last year in the competition’s 
102-year history, it would be an in-
credible achievement to retain it, and 
with St Mary’s to play before a possi-
ble rematch with UUJ in the quarters, 
there’ll be no easy route for DIT.
“St Mary’s are very, very strong. 
Stronger than last year and are a battle 
hardened Sigerson team with the likes 
of Niall Morgan (Tyrone goalkeeper) 
in goal, and his accurate free-taking, 
we’ll have to be very disciplined,” 
said Biddlecombe.
Sigerson Cup games are rarely as-
sociated with big margin victories, so 
expect another tight, tense affair in St 
Margarets, Swords on February 5th, 
with a DIT side that are “really, real-
ly up for it”, in an attempt at another 
piece of history.
Ryan Nugent
SPORTS EDITOR
SPORT
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Alan  Brogan:  'back  in  training  and  
looking  forward  to  the  season'
GAA  battle:  
college  v  
county
DIT  turn  focus  to  Sigerson  after  O'Byrne  cup  exit
Liam Kennedy
SPORTS REPORTER
DIT’s senior footballers are prepar-
ing for the 2014 Sigerson Cup after 
being eliminated from the O’Byrne 
Cup at the end of the group stage.
The competition came to an end for 
DIT after they recorded only one win 
in three group games.
They lost 4-11 to 1-14 in the open-
ing game to eventual Group C win-
ners Meath. Then they were narrow-
ly beaten by Wicklow in the second 
game with a score of 1-21 to 3-12.
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the competition ended on a positive 
note for DIT as they beat IT Carlow 
3-12 to 16 points.
???? ?????? ??? ?????????????????????
be contested by Kildare and Meath 
after they beat UCD and DCU in the 
????????????
DIT manager Sean Fox was happy 
with his team’s performances despite 
their early exit from the cup: “We 
were very pleased. We gave a decent 
performance and we learned a lot 
about the players.”
He added that the O’Byrne Cup is a 
??????????????? ???? ?????????? ?????????
likely that the colleges will beat the 
county teams”.
Despite not making it through 
Group C, the competition served as a 
great opportunity for DIT to get some 
match practice ahead of the upcom-
ing Sigerson Cup. DIT will be head-
ing into the tournament as defending 
?????????????????????????????
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we’re ready”, said Fox of his team’s 
chances of retaining the cup this year. 
However, he remains cautious as DIT 
get ready to defend their title: 
“You get one chance. You either 
perform and win, or you don’t.”
Alan Brogan began playing Gaelic Football for Dublin in 2002, but his passion for GAA has 
always been a part of him. 
When asked when the passion for 
the sport began, he simply replied, 
“It’s always been there.” Brogan 
began playing GAA with St. Oliver 
Plunkett Eoghan Ruadh when he was 
????????????????????????????????????????
the club to this day. 
There is a long history with Dublin 
GAA in the Brogan family with his 
father, Bernie Brogan and uncle, Jim 
Brogan, both playing at senior level 
in the 1970s. At the moment, there 
are three Brogans in the Dublin foot-
ball panel; Alan, Bernard and Paul. 
Alan commented: “Even though 
Paul, Bernard and myself, all play 
now, we are all different players. It 
is great for the three of us to be in-
volved. My dad is very aware not to 
put any pressure on us as he has been 
in our situation so he knows what it 
feels like.” 
Having grown up in what Alan 
described as a “sport-in-general 
household”, the Brogan family all 
took part in GAA, athletics and soc-
cer growing up. 
“My dad managed my soccer team 
at one point so it was really a sport 
mad house,” he said. 
Even though Alan is known for his 
football skills, he did play hurling 
until the age of 20. Even though he 
was good at hurling, Alan knew his 
talent was in football. 
“I had to choose which one I want-
ed to play – football or hurling. I 
know some players have played both 
at county level, like Conal Keeney, 
who played football and then moved 
to hurling.” 
This choice evidently proved the right one for Alan, as he won 
All-Stars in both 2006 and 2007 for 
his performances in the half-forward 
line. He then went on to be named 
the captain of the 2008 Dublin senior 
football team. 
2011 was a brilliant year for the 
Dublin player as it saw the county 
???????????????? ????????????????????
ship in sixteen years. Commenting 
on the boys in blue’s success, Alan 
said that “there was a great sense of 
relief in 2011 as it had been so long 
since we had won it. The older lads 
in the panel hadn’t won one yet so it 
was great to see that happen.”
To top off an amazing year for 
Brogan, he went on to win a third 
All-Star for Dublin and GPA All-Star 
“This year was quite a frustrating 
time for me as I was injured for a lot 
of the season. But I am back training 
now and am looking forward to next 
year,” he said. 
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for the younger members of the 
Dublin panel. When Dublin reached 
the All-Ireland Final in 2013, Brogan 
offered the younger players some 
words of wisdom. 
“I just told them that it was impor-
tant for them to play the match with 
??????????????????????????????????
normally had when they played.” 
He also “made sure they knew that 
they were not to put undue pressure 
on themselves before the game 
began.”
Whether Alan Brogan plays for 
???????????????? ??????????????????
more months, he has made his mark 
on Dublin GAA history. He will 
forever be known as one of Dublin’s 
greats. 
INTERVIEW
Serial  All-­Star  and  
Dublin  legend  
talked  to  The  
Edition's  Rachael  
O'Brien
There was a 
great sense of 
relief in 2011 – 
it had been a so 
long since we 
had won it
”  
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troversy in the land of GAA after 
managers in Ulster refused to allow 
their players to play for their colleges 
instead of their counties.
This ban was put in place during the 
Dr McKenna Cup when players were 
choosing to play for universities such 
as Queen’s University Belfast, and 
University of Ulster Jordanstown.   
After much controversy, many be-
lieved that in 2014 things would be 
different. However, on the 14th of 
January, Jordanstown were forced to 
withdraw from the McKenna Cup. 
The college stated that through “a 
combination of senior players in-
volved in examinations … along with 
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number of players involved with 
their counties,” they would be unable 
to compete in the competition. 
By conceding their game against Ca-
van, Jordanstown were forced to pull 
out. However, they did state that the 
college would be “participating in the 
McKenna Cup fully again in 2015”.
In late 2012, Ulster Council Presi-
dent Aogan Farrell called on county 
chairmen to make sure that college 
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ing in the McKenna Cup. 
Within a few days of this, Queen’s 
University Belfast had to pull out of 
the 2013 tournament. 
The college released a statement: 
"Participation at this stage would in-
???????????????????????????????????????
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added to injury and exam pressures, 
we don't think anyone could expect 
a university team to play at this level 
without so many players.”
According to Paddy Power, Jor-
doanstown are the favourites the win 
the Sigerson Cup this year. This is the 
tournament that DIT won last year 
and they currently stand as third fa-
vourites to win, behind DCU. 
However, with Jordanstown pulling 
out of the McKenna Cup, these odds 
could change; it could be a blow to 
their chances. The University will now 
have fewer games played than some of 
their opponents and will be forced to 
train harder with fewer players.  
This problem doesn’t seem to ex-
ist in other provinces, as seen when 
Dublin played UCD and DIT. Star 
players for the current All-Ireland 
Champions, such as Paul Mannion, 
Jack McCaffrey and Eoghan O’ Gara, 
all represented their colleges.
The Sigerson Cup may be up for 
DIT’s grab once more as players 
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from their county managers allowing 
them to play for their colleges. Un-
fortunately the same can’t be said for 
Ulster’s young GAA stars.
RACHAEL
O'BRIEN
Footballer of the Year.
However, in 2013 Brogan faced 
a huge number of injuries, which 
hampered his season. 
Alan, left, celebrating Dublin's 2013 All-Ireland win with his son Jamie and brother Bernard
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